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Sanitary Sewer Evaluations

Corrective Action Plan

The Township launched an eight-year, community-wide evaluation of
its sanitary sewer system in January. The goal is to identify and eliminate
sources of extraneous water entering the system, which is nearly 100 years
old in sections. Excess water strains the capacity of the system, increases
treatment costs and can cause sewer overflows that damage property and the
environment.
The evaluations are starting in Cheltenham Village and Glenside,
neighborhoods that have some of the highest rates of extraneous water
according to flow meter data collected in the system. The project covers both
Township-owned sanitary sewer mains and the private laterals that connect
residential, commercial and institutional properties to the Township system.
In the sewer mains, contractors will clean, test and grout damaged joints,
where indicated, in addition to televising the system. The private sewer laterals
will be videoed for evaluation. A copy of the inspection report will be provided
on DVD to the property owner. Property owners will not have to correct
any damage or deficiencies identified in the report at this time. However,
later this year the Board of Commissioners expects to adopt an ordinance
that will establish the requirements for property owners to repair or replace
private sewer laterals found to be damaged or defective. Before finalizing the
ordinance, the Township will hold community meetings to solicit public input,
probably sometime this summer or early fall.
Two Township contractors are conducting the work in Cheltenham Village
and Glenside. They may need to work on the same neighborhood streets
multiple times during the process. To ensure their equipment can access
the sewer system, temporary “No Parking” signs may be posted on streets
scheduled for evaluation but will be promptly removed after completion. No
excavation of roads or private property is anticipated for this project.
Before evaluations begin in other areas of the community, those residents
will be notified by letter with an approximate time frame for the work.

Removing the extraneous water, also known as inflow and infiltration (I/I)
remediation, is the main objective of the Township’s Corrective Action Plan
(CAP). The CAP was again updated this February in consultation with the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection Agency(DEP). The
plan includes replacing 3.75 miles of Interceptor A (a sewer main) between
Old York Road and Central Avenue. Originally scheduled in 2015, the project
was postponed when the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
determined an archeological study was required before the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and DEP could issue their joint permit. With the permit issued this
spring, work will begin before the end of the year.
For updates about the sanitary sewer system program, including projected
two-week work schedules in Cheltenham Village and Glenside, visit the
“Sanitary Sewer Program” link at www.CheltenhamTownship.org.

The Township’s own sewer truck enables crews to perform routine maintenance and
emergency inspections of the sanitary sewer system, as needed. Inserted via manholes,
the automated cameras extend up to 1,200 feet. Specially trained staff can view and record
the televised images in real time on computer software using a small camera scope.
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From the Commissioner’s Desk

TOWNSHIP DIRECTORY

Dear Neighbor,
This February the Board of Commissioners
officially named John Frye as our new Chief of
Police. John joined our department in November
1995 and rose through the ranks to become
Deputy Chief in December 2015. He began serving
as Acting Chief after the retirement of our former
police chief in June 2016.
John immediately made strides to make a
Irv Brockington
great police force even better by strengthening
outreach into the community. These efforts included a town hall meeting
with Command Staff and a family-friendly open house in July 2016 as well
as a recurring Coffee with a Cop program that started in November 2016.
But perhaps my favorite innovation was the launch of a new Police Athletic
League (PAL) aimed at our youngsters ages 8 to 18.
I was proud to join the festivities of PAL’s very first event this January at
Arcadia University. More than two dozen cops joined over 50 youngsters
in soccer games, football drills, Frisbee golf and bean-bag toss. The kids
even got hands-on experience with a SWAT remote-controlled robot and
fingerprinting kits as well as a chance to pet K9 Odie after an impressive
K9 demonstration. I encourage everyone to check out the new program,
which will hopefully build strong ties between our children and our Police.
Cheltenham PAL has its own Facebook www.Facebook.com/CTPDPAL and
website www.CheltenhamPAL.org with news about future activities.
Center for the Arts
One of the special treasures in our community – located in my own ward
at 439 Ashbourne Road – is the Cheltenham Center for the Arts (CCA). CCA
believes the arts give people a chance to learn new skills and explore new ways
of seeing the world. It offers classes in painting, ceramics, drawing, jewelry
making and printmaking, as well as Summer Art Camp, gallery exhibitions,
and theatre and music programs. Recently, CCA expanded to offer The
Cheltenham Center for the Arts Shop at 7900 High School Road in Elkins
Park, as well as a new rental venue, Elkins Central, located in the historic
Elkins Park Train Station at 7876 Spring Avenue. Elkins Central is a perfect
place to host a party, class or concert!
Upcoming CCA events include the Spring into Art Benefit on Sunday, April
30 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Next is a highly anticipated Resident Artists’
Exhibit featuring four fantastic resident artists opening Sunday, May 21 from
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and on view through June 10. Finally, Summer Art
Camp 2017 for youngsters is just around the corner.
To sign up for a class or become a member, visit the CAA website at www.
CheltenhamArt.org or call 215-379-4660.

Board of Commissioners
Morton J. Simon, Jr., President
Ward 6
8335 High School Road • Elkins Park, PA 19027
215-782-1530 • msimon@cheltenham-township.org
Daniel B. Norris, Vice President
Ward 5
236 Barclay Circle • Cheltenham, PA 19012
215-635-0383 • dnorris@cheltenham-township.org
Irv Brockington
Ward 7
7637 Brookfield Road • Cheltenham, PA 19012
267-626-2264 • ibrockington@cheltenham-township.org
Baron B. Holland
Ward 2
7736 Green Valley Road • Wyncote, PA 19095
215-884-0485 • bholland@cheltenham-township.org
Brad M. Pransky
Ward 3
612 Webb Road • Elkins Park, PA 19027
215-376-5600 • bpransky@cheltenham-township.org
Ann L. Rappoport, Ph.D.
Ward 4
114 East Waverly Road • Wyncote, PA 19095
215-935-6575 • arappoport@cheltenham-township.org
Drew Sharkey
Ward 1
524 Willow Grove Avenue • Glenside, PA 19038
215-370-3090 • dsharkey@cheltenham-township.org

Transportation Grants
I’m delighted to report that the Township has received two PennDOT
Transportation Alternative Program grants that total close to $2 million. The
first provides $700,000 to extend the Tookany Creek Pedestrian Trail from
Harrison Avenue to New Second Street around Gimbel Field. Planning and
design will begin this summer; however, construction will not start until the
major sewer main between Old York Road and Central Avenue is replaced,
which is expected to begin later this year.
The second provides about $1 million to implement streetscape
enhancements in the Elkins Park West Commercial District on Church Road
between the Elkins Park Library and Yorktown Plaza plus some of Old York
Road near Church Road. Combined with an additional $850,000 from a
Multimodal Transportation Fund Grant from the Pennsylvania Department
of Community and Economic Development, this funding will enable the
Township to implement improvements similar to the upgrades we made
...continued on page 10

Township Administration Building
8230 Old York Road, Elkins Park, PA 19027
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday
Phone: 215-887-1000
Web: www.CheltenhamTownship.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/CheltenhamTownship
Bryan T. Havir, Township Manager
Alyson E. Elliott, Assistant Township Manager
Joseph M. Bagley, Solicitor

This publication is offered to residents, businesses and other community members
of Cheltenham Township as a public service by the Board of Commissioners. Each
Cheltenham Update is produced by the office of Public Information.
Nancy K. Gibson, Writer/Editor
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Household Hazardous Waste

Golden Library System

Montgomery County is offering six household hazardous
waste collections at different locations from April to October. All
events run from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., rain or shine. The closest
collection to Cheltenham this year is slated for Saturday, June 24
at Abington Junior High School, 2056 Susquehanna Road.
At the event, residents should stay in their cars for safety
reasons. Staff will remove materials from the vehicles and direct
drivers to the exit. The complete schedule is available at www.
CheltenhamTownship.org > Departments & Services > Public
Works > Household Hazardous Collections.
Acceptable Items
The following items are accepted at the collection events: gasoline, oil, kerosene, turpentine, paint thinner, oil paint, stains,
varnish, pool chemicals, herbicides, pesticides, antifreeze,
caustic cleaners and solvents, mercury, thermometers, flares, fire
extinguishers, lead acid batteries, rechargeable batteries, fluorescent tube light bulbs and ballast, CFL bulbs, mini propane
canisters and electric oil-filled heaters. However, the maximum
amount accepted is 25 gallons or 220 pounds.
Unacceptable Items
Items excluded from the collection program are electronics,
appliances, asbestos, explosives, ammunition, medical waste,
radioactive waste, smoke detectors, items containing Freon, tires
or the following:
• Latex or water-based paint, which may be discarded with
household trash once it is dry. Air dry latex paint or add absorbent material like kitty litter until paint becomes a solid.
• Alkaline household batteries, which may be discarded with
household trash.
• Prescription medications, which should be discarded in the
designated drop box in the Cheltenham Township Police Station, located at 8230 Old York Road in Elkins Park.
• Propane tanks. Find locations that will take tanks listed in the
Recycling Guide at MontgomeryCountyRecycles.org.
For additional information, call the Mongomery County recycling line at 610-278-3618.

Recycling A to Z
Interested in recycling more items
than are accepted in the Township’s
collection programs? Montgomery
County offers an online recycling
guide for hundreds of items listed in
alphabetical order at www.Montcopa.
org/1923/A-Z-RECYCLING-WHATTO-DO-WHEN-YOURE-DONE.

On December 20, 2016, the Cheltenham Township Library System
reached its 50th Anniversary of service to the community. Celebrating patrons marked the occasion by placing candles on a symbolic
cake and then enjoying the real thing. The Board of Commissioners
also commemorated the milestone with an official Resolution applauding the Library’s important role in the community.
Much has changed in 50 years, although providing readers with
books – print and digital – remains a core service. The Library has
become the place to find free technology training and Internet access for job seekers, online learners and older adults. Last year the
Library hosted 42,572 computer sessions, and 12,000 people used
the Library’s wireless connections.
Plus, thanks to numerous grants, the Library provides STEM
(science, technology, engineering and math) activities and classes
for preschoolers, school-age children and teens. In total, the Cheltenham Township Library System provided 800 events and classes
attended by almost 40,000 participants in 2016.
To continue its mission for the next 50 years, the Library welcomes tax-deductible donations to support its four-branch model
offering shared community collections and events. Donations can
be made via PayPal by visiting www.CheltenhamLibraries.org/
donate or by mailing them to the Cheltenham Township Library
System, 215 S. Keswick Avenue, Glenside, PA 19038.
Cheltenham Township Library System Branches
• East Cheltenham, Rowland Community Center,
400 Myrtle Avenue, Cheltenham • 215-379-2077
• Elkins Park, 563 E. Church Road, Elkins Park • 215-635-5000
• Glenside, 215 S. Keswick Avenue, Glenside • 215-885-0455
• La Mott, La Mott Community Center,
7420 Sycamore Avenue, La Mott • 215-635-4419
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Police Athletic League

Lock Your Vehicle Doors

In January the Cheltenham Township Police Department (CTPD) welcomed 53 youngsters to the first ever
Police Athletic League (PAL) event
that was held in the Dome at Arcadia University in Glenside. Over two
dozen officers joined the youngsters
in soccer games, football drills, Frisbee golf and beanbag toss. Plus, the kids got hands-on experience with
a SWAT remote-controlled robot and fingerprinting
equipment. Finally, always popular K9 teams wowed
everyone with vivid demonstrations.

According to the Cheltenham Police Department, crime
rates are down in the Township across all categories, except
one: theft from auto. The Police need your help to beat this
crime. Please follow these simple steps to protect yourself
from having your car broken into and your personal property stolen:

The next PAL event in March offered a movie or basketball game, followed by a pizza party at the Towers at
Wyncote.
CTPD plans to provide regular PAL activities for Cheltenham youths ages 8 to 18 in safe, positive and fun
environments. The goal is to enrich many aspects of the
youngster’s lives, while building strong, positive connections between officers and community youths. All
PAL events are free. A school ID or report card are acceptable as proof of residency.
A 501(c)(3) organization, Cheltenham PAL is seeking
additional volunteers and sponsors. Anyone interested
should contact Officer Jeff Murphy at 215-885-1600, ext.
466, or jmurphy@cheltenham-township.org. Find out
what is next for Cheltenham PAL at www.cheltenhampal.org or www.Facebook.com/CTPDPAL.

• LOCK YOUR DOORS! Almost 90% of thefts from auto
in the Township involve unlocked vehicles.
• Make sure your windows are rolled up, and set your
alarm if you have one.
• Park in well-lit locations with a lot of foot traffic or in
a parking lot that has an attendant, if available. Avoid
parking on an isolated side street, if possible.
• Put your junk in the trunk! Hide items attractive to
thieves in you trunk before you arrive at your destination. Putting them in your trunk at your parking spot
can tip off a thief that you have good property to steal.
Better yet, whenever possible leave such items safely at
home.
• Never leave anything visible inside your vehicle! This
step is the single most important thing you can do to
prevent your car window from being smashed and your
valuables stolen. Thieves may take items you may consider worthless. For instance, loose coins are the #1 thing
taken during theft from autos in the Township. Other
common targets to hide include:
 GPS units. Always wipe off the suction cup ring on
your windshield; that ring is a dead give-away that a
GPS device is inside your vehicle. Nationally, GPS units
are one of the most common items stolen in car breakins.
 Handbags, purses, wallets, gym bags and briefcases
 Cell phones, laptops, tablets and MP3 players
 Chargers. If thieves see a charger, they may break into
a vehicle on the assumption that an electronic device is
hidden inside, even if none is visible.
 Stereo faceplates and satellite radio receivers
 Radar detectors
 CDs and DVDs.

Both kids and cops had hours of fun in the first ever Cheltenham Police Athletic League
event at the Arcadia University Dome in Glenside in January. Find out what’s happening next at www.cheltenhampal.org or www.Facebook.com/CTPDPAL.

And as always, please report any suspicious activity to
Police immediately by calling 9-1-1. It is much safer to make
a call that turns out to be innocent than to skip a call that
could have saved you or your neighbors from becoming the
victim of a crime.
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Things to Do This Spring

Preschool Fair
Friday, April 21 • 10:00 a.m. – Noon • Elkins Park Library, 563 E. Church
Road, Elkins Park
Shopping for a preschool for your little one? Make an informed
choice. Bring your questions to our fourth annual fair where
representatives from many area preschools will be on hand ready
to answer them. The fair includes foods, balloons and more.
Information: 215-635-5000.
Earth Day Activities
Saturday, April 22 and Sunday, April 23 • Various times & locations
Visit the Cheltenham Township website www.CheltenhamTownship.
org for a list of clean-ups and other Earth Day activities happening
around the community. Information: 215-887-6200, ext. 230.
Downtown Glenside Arts Festival
Saturday, April 22 • 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. • Glenside Avenue & Easton
Road, Glenside
The 4th Annual Downtown Glenside Arts Festival will celebrate
the arts and Earth Day by featuring crafts, food, entertainment,
Earth Day activities and wine tasting. Festival partners include
the Downtown Glenside Community Partnership, the Downtown
Glenside Foundation, Cheltenham Township, Sustainable
Cheltenham and Arcadia University. Information: 215-576-5583.
Sundays in the Park
Sundays, April 23 & 30, May 7 & 21 • 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m., fair weather
only • Tookany Creek Parkway, between Central Avenue & Jenkintown
Road, Cheltenham
Outdoor enthusiasts can enjoy the Tookany Creek Parkway free from
vehicle traffic for biking, skating, jogging, rollerblading and more.
Information: 215-887-6200, ext. 227.
Arbor Day Celebration
Friday, April 28 • 10:00 a.m. • Melrose Park, 330 Asbury Avenue,
Melrose Park
Children from Cheltenham and Myers Elementary Schools will make
presentations about the importance of trees as well as help plant
trees in the park. Members of the Philly Pops Festival Chorus will
sing the “Star Spangled Banner.” All participants will receive tree
seedlings to plant at home. Information: 215-635-3255.

Cheltenham Flea Market
Saturday, April 29 (rain date May 6) • 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. • Curtis
Arboretum, 1250 W. Church Road, Wyncote
Look for spring treasures at the Township’s bi-annual flea market and
enjoy free tours of the historic Curtis Hall at 10:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
Information 215-887-6200, ext. 227.

Drive in Movie
Saturday, May 6 (rain date May 20) • 7:30 p.m. gate opens; 8:30 p.m.
movie starts • Cheltenham Little League Woodland Campus, 650
Woodland Avenue, Cheltenham
Enjoy the PG-13 adventure movie Fantastic Beasts and Where to
Find Them on a big screen from the comfort of your own vehicle.
The fee is $5 per person up to a $20 max per vehicle (5th person
and over is free!). A snack stand will sell light refreshments or
bring your own (but no alcohol). Information: 215-887-6200, ext.
227.
Historic Lecture
Thursday, May 11 • 7:30 p.m. • St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 7809 Old
York Road, Elkins Park
In honor of National Historic Preservation month, the Cheltenham
Township Historical Commission and Jenkinstown Lyceum will
present a free lecture on “The 7-30 Man: Jay Cooke and Ogontz” that
tells the story of this accomplished Cheltenham resident renowned
for helping to finance the Union war effort and develop railroads.
Information: 215-635-3168.
Tour of Historic Wyncote
Saturday, May 20 • 9:00 a.m. • $25 per person, advance registration
required
Back by popular demand, a local historian from the Historical
Commission will escort a small tour bus on a two-hour tour covering
about one square mile of Olde Wyncote. Information: 215-885-5829.
Memorial Day Service
Monday, May 29 • 10:30 a.m.
Cheltenham Township and American Legion Post #497 will pay
tribute to the men and women of the community who answered their
country’s call in a brief ceremony starting at the historic cemetery
located in the 600 block of Old Central Avenue and concluding at the
Township War Memorial at Central Avenue and Tookany Parkway.
Information: 215-663-1450.
60th Annual Fishing Derby
Saturday, June 3 • 9:00 a.m. – Noon • Kleinheinz Pond on Tookany
Creek Parkway, Cheltenham
A $3 entrance fee entitles
youngsters up to age 15 to
the use of a pole and line,
one hot dog, one soda and a
chance to win great prizes.
Participants must bring their
own bait. Children under age
8 must be accompanied by an
adult. The derby is presented
by the Cheltenham/Rockledge Rotary Club in cooperation with
the Cheltenham Township Parks and Recreation Department.
Information: 215-379-2233.
Arts in the Park featuring Sustainable Cheltenham
Sunday, June 4 (rain date June 11) • 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. • High School
Park, High School Road & Montgomery Avenue, Elkins Park
This popular festival will again feature high-quality wares from
at least 50 juried artisans in addition to live music, fun kids’
activities and many food vendors. In addition, the event will include
Sustainable Cheltenham activities, including award winners, student
projects and more. Information: 215-782-8082.
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Sustainable Cheltenham Awards

To spotlight community members that significantly contribute to
the Sustainable Cheltenham mission, the Township Environmental
Advisory Council (EAC) created the
annual Sustainable Cheltenham
Awards. The Sustainable Cheltenham campaign unites residents,
businesses, institutions and other stakeholders behind a shared
vision for a more resilient and environmentally active community, based on the ambitious, multi-year sustainability plan
adopted by the Board of Commissioners in 2013. Nominations
for the 2017 awards will be accepted until May 5.
Eligible nominees include any Cheltenham Township residents, businesses, institutions or organizations. Self-nominations are encouraged! All sustainable improvements must have
occurred in Cheltenham Township or have benefitted our community or region.
Nominations must reflect one or more of these ten sustainability goals:
1. Community Engagement
2. Energy
3. Mobility
4. Waste Reduction
5. Ecological Stewardship
6. Sustainable Development
7. Water Management
8. Local Economy
9. Healthy Living for All
10. Monitoring
Nominations should describe any regional impact and include,
if possible, measurements documenting the improvements.
Online nomination forms are available at www.CheltenhamTownship.org > Sustainable Cheltenham.
Winners will be chosen by the EAC and recognized at a Cheltenham Township Board of Commissioners meeting and at Arts
in the Park featuring Sustainable Cheltenham on June 4. For
more information, contact the Public Information Office at 215887-6200, ext. 230.

INNOVATIVE ENGINEERING
• Municipal Engineering
• Civil/Site Engineering
• Landscape Architecture
& Planning
• Construction Engineering
Management
• Surveying

An Employee Owned Company

• Environmental Engineering
www.bjengineers.com

• Building Inspection
& Code Enforcement

Doylestown Bethlehem Stroudsburg
215-345-9400

610-419-9407

570-629-0300

PROUD TO SERVE AS CHELTENHAM TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

Audubon Bird Habitat
Cheltenham became a Bird Town
last year at the recommendation of
the Township Environmental Advisory Council (EAC). The EAC urges all
property owners to support Sustainable Cheltenham goals by making their
yards an official Bird Habitat.
No matter the size, any property can
be valuable habitat and contribute to
bird conservation. Begin with native
Leading by example, Kurt
plants to provide food, cover and nestchair of the Township’s
ing sites. Add some other key elements, Ahrens,
Environmental Advisory
like water. Then register your property
Council, signed up his yard as
with Audubon Pennsylvania and receive a Bird Habitat along with other
members and Township
a 9” x 12” sign announcing your participa- council
officials.
tion and a Habitat Discount Card good
at businesses across the state. Registration costs just $20. The
registration form is available at www.CheltenhamTownship.org >
Sustainable Cheltenham > Cheltenham Bird Town.
Your efforts combined with a growing community of people that
garden with ecology in mind will result in a better community for
both birds and people.

New Glenside Mural
The Easton Road underpass at the Glenside Train Station will
soon exhibit a beautiful new mural design, courtesy of Arcadia
University in collaboration with SEPTA and Cheltenham Township. Philadelphia-based muralist David Guinn, who has painted
40 murals in cities worldwide, will create the mural in conjunction with his spring 2017 Arcadia class, “Entrepreneurship/Gallery Apprenticeship.”
Students in the class connected directly with Glenside residents, business owners, community members and daily commuters on what they would like to see in the mural and on how the
public art project can best represent the surrounding neighborhood. Input was also received from community members via an
online campaign and open community forum. The public work
of art will focus on exemplifying the Township’s diverse cultural
beauty and enriching the lives of its residents, visitors and workers.
Guinn and the students in his apprenticeship program expect
to finalize the mural design in March and begin execution on
location in April. The goal is to showcase the mural at the Downtown Glenside Arts Festival on Saturday, April 22. The underpass
will remain available for public use.
A unique learning opportunity, this project unites the community, students, faculty, staff and SEPTA as well as local and regional urban artists. For more details, visit www.arcadia.edu/publicart.
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Richard Wall House Museum

LED Upgrades

Our own Richard Wall House
Museum in Elkins Park starred
in a couple videos in the past
few months. First, Classic
Towns of Greater Philadelphia
featured the house museum
decked out with old-fashioned
floral holiday decorations on
its website last December. In
February, a CBS Philly crew
filmed the museum for a spot
on its Dream Drives program,
which highlights lesser-known
Meisha Johnson of CBS Philly interviews
treasures in the Philadelphia
Jack Washington, chair of the Cheltenham
Township Historical Commission, in the
region. The videos featured
Colonial kitchen of the Richard Wall House
Museum for a spot on Dream Drives, which members of the Township’s
aired in March.
Historical Commission, which
oversees the operation of the museum, as well as representatives
of the Old York Road Garden Club, which maintains the museum’s herb garden.
The oldest section of the Richard Wall House was built in 1682
by one of the Township’s founding fathers, Richard Wall. Wall was
one of the original purchasers of the land that eventually formed
Cheltenham Township, land that was sold by William Penn. It is
one of the oldest Quaker Meeting Houses still standing in America and was listed on both State and National Registers of Historic
Places in 1979.
The museum features four floors of exhibits, a springhouse,
a smoke house and a carriage house. Its extraordinary displays
include a Roaring 20s room, an extensive 19th century tool collection, fashion displays, a Colonial bedroom and kitchen, a military
exhibit, and a nursery with a five-foot electrified dollhouse. Located at 1 Wall Park Drive off Church Road just west of Old York
Road, the Wall House is open to the public on the last Sunday
of most months from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Admission is free,
but donations are appreciated. Group tours can be scheduled by
appointment. For more information, call the museum at 215-8879159.

Help the Historical Commission
History buffs are welcome to help the Historical Commission
fulfill its mission by becoming new members, docents or “friends.”
Like any Township citizen committee, voting members must live in
the Township and be registered voters, if eligible to vote. However,
all commission meetings, which are held on the second Thursday
of most months at 7:30 p.m. in carriage house next to the museum,
are open to the public. Docents, who do not have to be commission
members, receive special training to lead tours of the Richard Wall
House Museum. Finally, anyone can become a Friend of the Wall
House through a donation to the commission. For more information on any of these options, call 215-887-6200, ext. 227.

More energy-efficient streetlights, traffic signals, pedestrian
warning lights and exterior lights on municipal buildings and
municipal parking lots are coming to Cheltenham. Late last year
the Board of Commissioners approved an LED Conversion Project that will upgrade more than 3,100 Township cobrahead and
decorative streetlights, in addition to all of the traffic and pedestrian signals not already converted.
Work will begin this spring and should be finished by the end
of the year. The Township will recoup the upgrade costs through
savings realized from reduced energy usage and lower maintenance costs. Payback is expected in less than 10 years. Over the
20-year life of the project, the Township expects to save more
than $3 million in energy costs.
The LED Conversion Project falls under the Pennsylvania
Guaranteed Energy Savings Act, which permits municipalities to
use a simpler request-for-proposals process, rather than a formal
bidding process, to solicit proposals from qualified providers to
implement energy conservation measures. In return, the qualified providers must guarantee specific savings from their proposals. If the guaranteed savings are not realized over the term of
the project, the provider must pay the municipality the difference between the actual energy costs and the projected savings.
The Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC),
a regional agency serving nine counties in Pennsylvania and New
Jersey, is coordinating the LED conversion efforts of 37 communities in Bucks, Chester, Montgomery and Delaware counties. By
participating in DVRPC’s program, Cheltenham benefits from
bulk purchasing for labor and materials and a quick conversion
time along with a team of experts to guide the process.
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Free Parking Every Saturday
A welcome bonus to both
shoppers and community businesses, Township officials are
offering free parking on every
Saturday. Shoppers do not have
to feed either on-street parking
meters or kiosks in municipal
parking lots on any Saturday until at least the end of 2017. After
evaluating the impact of the free
parking on municipal finances,
officials may continue the perk indefinitely.

ADVERTISE IN THE CHELTENHAM NEWSLETTER!
NEWSLETTERS SENT OUT TO
LOCAL CHELTENHAM RESIDENTS
EIGHTH PAGE
QUARTER PAGE
HALF PAGE
FULL PAGE

$275
$425
$695
$1295

CALL KAREN ROWLAND TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE!

215-538-0350

The change will hopefully encourage more shopping within the
Township because a thriving business base supports the community’s
overall health and vitality.

School District News
Project Based Learning at Cheltenham High School
Cheltenham High School will launch a Project Based Learning (PBL)
pilot for 9th grade students in September 2017. PBL is a dynamic instructional model in which students tackle real-world problems and challenges
using creative problem solving, critical thinking, contact with real-world
professionals/resources and meaningful collaboration. Teachers serve as
advisors and mentors, guiding students to discover and pursue their academic passions and interests.
Cheltenham is adopting this model to build a culture of collaboration,
increase engagement and promote equity in education. Students and
teachers will work side by side to develop solutions to authentic local, national and global issues, engaging in both individual and group activities.
Their endeavors will culminate in public exhibitions of the projects.
Township officials helped identify local issues to incorporate into the
PBL pilot. Local connections will help make the course more relevant for
students and may result in real benefits for the community.

Nominated as Presidential Scholars

Cheltenham High School seniors Cooper Schwartz (left) and William Christensen
are each in the running for the prestigious 2017 U.S. Presidential Scholars Program.
This program recognizes outstanding academic achievement by soon-to-be-graduating seniors. Cooper and William were selected from nearly 3.5 million students
nationwide and represent 4,000 scholars who achieved nomination status. The winners will be announced in May.

C

10

heltenham update

...continued from page 3

in Glenside several years ago. In the final design phase now, the project
should go out to bid later this year and begin construction in early 2018. The
Township also plans to pursue a $100,000 Montco 2040 Grant for public art
and way-finding signs for both the Elkins Park East and West Commercial
Districts.

Free Senior Transportation

These are just a few examples of the various program grants and other
funding sources that the Township leverages every year to maximize
community improvements without relying solely on community tax dollars.
If you would also like to help reduce reliance on residential taxes, I encourage
you to patronize the many great businesses in our Township, which will help
our commercial tax base grow even stronger.
See you around our great Township,

Irv Brockington
Commissioner, Ward 7

Get Permits or Pay Double
To protect public safety, property owners must obtain required permits
before starting construction projects in the Township. The permits enable
the Planning and Zoning Department to make sure projects adhere to
sound construction practices and local regulations. Projects requiring
permits include awnings, interior renovations, decks, electrical work,
fencing, fire systems, HVAC installations, roofing, sheds, siding, swimming pools (above and below ground) and retaining walls over five feet
(including a one foot footing).
Property owners face several penalties for undertaking construction
projects without proper permits. First, all applicable permit fees are
doubled for work begun prior to obtaining approved permits. Second, the
Building Inspector may require the demolition or removal of some or all
of the completed work. Finally, projects that violate Zoning or Property
Maintenance Codes may also trigger citations that result in fines.
The best way to avoid a lot of headaches – and to ensure the safety of
all current and future occupants – is to contact the Planning and Zoning
Department to review your project and obtain all proper permits before
starting any work.
Note: Depending on the location of the property, proposed improvements may require additional review by either the Wyncote or La Mott
Boards of Historic and Architectural Review or by the Economic Development Task Force for signage in one of the five Commercial Enhancement
Districts.

The Township offers our seniors a free transportation option
for travel within our community. Riders on the Suburban Transit
Network, Inc. (“TransNet”) who travel to stores, doctors’ offices, beauty salons, restaurants or other destinations within the
Township on Mondays through Fridays between 9:00 a.m. and
3:30 p.m. travel free. The Township will pick up the tab.
Riders must be age 65 or older and registered with TransNet.
All of TransNet’s other guidelines apply, such as scheduling trips
a day in advance. The shared-ride service transports riders to
and from their homes and may combine trips with others travelling to nearby destinations. TransNet partners with Bux-Mont
Transportation Service Co. to provide this service, which is
available in cooperation with the Montgomery County Office of
Aging and Adult Services.
TransNet also provides transportation to other areas throughout Montgomery County for a fee. The Pennsylvania State Lottery funds 85% of the Senior Citizen Shared Ride Program.
To register, contact TransNet at www.SuburbanTransit.org or at
215-542-7433.
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Spring & Summer Fun
Registration Times
Tuesdays - Thursdays, May 2 - June 15 • Weekdays beginning June 19
Township Administration Building only,
8230 Old York Road, Elkins Park

Special Registrations
Saturday, June 3 • 10:00 a.m. – Noon
Monday, June 5 • 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday, June 13 • 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 17 • 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, June 22 • 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

More Pool Fun

Cool Pools
Conklin Pool - 15 E. Church Road, Elkins Park
Glenside Pool - 185 S. Keswick Avenue, Glenside

Pool Hours

Noon to 8:00 p.m. daily, except July 4 and September 4
(Noon - 6:00 p.m.), from Saturday, June 17 to Monday, September 4.

2017 Season Fees

Family......................................................................................... $225
Adult........................................................................................... $105
Youth/Student (ages 23 or under & full-time student)............ $80
Senior (ages 62 & over).............................................................. $40

• Flick ‘N’ Float – where youngsters watch movies from their own
floatation devices in the water – at Glenside Pool on Friday, July
14 and Conklin Pool on Tuesday, July 25. Gates open at 8:00 p.m.
• Family Bingo and Ice Cream Socials on Wednesdays, August 2 at
Glenside Pool and August 9 at Conklin Pool, both at 6:00 p.m.
• Water Carnival on Saturday, August 12 at 6:00 p.m. at Glenside
Pool, offering silly, water-based games.
• Pool Jam on Saturday, August 19 at 6:00 p.m. at Conklin Pool,
summer’s last chance to sing, dance, play water games and enjoy
tasty treats by the pool.

Daily Fees
Adult........................................................................................... $5
Youth........................................................................................... $4
Plus a $25 initial registration fee per person.

E-Notifications

Guest Fees
Adult
Youth

Tell Us

Weekdays
$8
$7

Weekends
$10
$8

Registration
Only Cheltenham Township residents are eligible. New applicants
must provide a driver’s license, deed, mortgage or lease to prove
residency. Birth certificates are required for all children.
For greater convenience, last year’s members will be mailed 2017
pool applications. They may register by mail ONLY IF nothing in
their membership has changed. When mailing your membership
application, include a check, money order or signed receipt for your
online payment via the Township website (directions included in
mailing). Important: When you pay online, you must still mail in a
signed, completed membership application (with no changes from
previous year) with your signed payment receipt in order to receive
pool tags.
Past members who have any changes or additions to their old
memberships must register in person. Information: 215-887-6200, ext.
227.

Sign up for all the news via the “E-Notification” link on the Township website
www.CheltenhamTownship.org. To peruse our offerings online, visit the Parks
and Recreation page found in the Departments & Services menu. Do not be left
out; the fun begins with the click of a button.
Ideas, problems or suggestions are always welcomed by the Parks and
Recreation Department. If you would like to suggest new courses, discuss
current programs or report problems, email Brian Hinson, Director of Parks and
Recreation, at bhinson@cheltenham-township.org.
Special Needs
Any Township resident with a disability wishing to attend a Township-sponsored
program who is in need of an accommodation to access a Township building in
order to participate in such program shall contact the Office of the Director of
Parks and Recreation at 215-887-6200, ext. 227, at least 72 business hours prior
to the commencement of the program. Cheltenham Township is committed to
providing equal access to Township-sponsored programs to all residents.
Cheltenham Township does not ordinarily provide vehicular transportation
for persons of special needs to and from programs unless otherwise specified
as part of a specific program. It is the Township’s policy that when vehicular
transportation is provided by the Township as part of a specific program,
the expenses for the transportation must be offset 100% by the program fees
collected.
Cheltenham Township cannot provide refunds of program fees for time missed
due to a change in plans, family vacation or a child’s illness. Cheltenham
Township does not prorate for any of its programs. Cheltenham Township staff
do not disburse or handle prescription or over-the-counter medication and are
not trained to care for special needs children.
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Spring & Summer Fun
Playground Program

Swim Teams
Conklin Barracudas and Glenside Dolphins Swim Teams participate
in The Liberty Swim League, which is comprised of teams from
local townships. Practices begin soon after the pools open. Six
dual meets are held from late June through the third week of July,
and championship meets are held near the end of July. Both teams
conclude their seasons with awesome pool parties for team members
and families! Participants must be pool members. The cost is $25.
Register at the pools.

Playgrounds:

La Mott • Renninger • Rowland • Wall Park
2017 Fees
Resident
Non Resident
1st child in family
$350
$500
2nd child
$325
No discount
Each additional child
$300
No discount
Participants must be ages 6 (or completed kindergarten with
certificate from school) to 12.

Eight-Week Schedule

Weekdays, June 26 - August 17 from 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., except July 4

Early Registration - Residents Only

Tuesday, June 6 - Thursday, June 8 from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
At La Mott Community Center (For La Mott & Renninger Playgrounds)
7420 Sycamore Avenue, La Mott
At Rowland Community Center (For Rowland & Wall Park Playgrounds)
400 Myrtle Avenue, Cheltenham
Open registration will be offered on Monday, June 12 through
Thursday, June 22 on a first-come, first-served basis at both
community centers on weekdays from 9:00 a.m. - Noon and 1:00 p.m.
- 4:00 p.m. Cash, money orders and credit card payments are accepted.
Information: 215-887-6200, ext. 227.

S.T.E.P.

Swim Lessons
Can your children swim? This program offers lessons for toddlers
through advanced beginners, based upon ability.
Registration Dates Instructional Dates
Session No. 1

June 19, 20 & 21

June 26 - July 14

Session No. 2

July 10, 11 & 12

July 17 - August 4

Session No. 3

July 31, August 1 & 2

August 7 - August 25

Register at the pools Monday through Wednesday from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
** Pool memberships are required before swim lesson registration.**

Swim Lesson Fees
$25 First child in family
$20 Second child in family
$17 Each additional child in family
Cash, checks or money orders are accepted at the pools, but NOT
credit/debit cards. For more information, call the pools after June 17
between noon and 8:00 p.m. at 215-379-8727 (Conklin Pool) or 215885-1717 (Glenside Pool).

For ages 12 to 15, the seven-week Summer Teen Enrichment Program
(STEP) features weekly trips, sports, crafts and community service
projects.
Seven-Week Schedule
Weekdays, June 26 - August 11 (except July 4) from 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Participants should bring their own lunches.
2017 Fee
$950 per teen, trips included. Fee may be paid in two installments with
$475 due at registration and the balance due by May 26, 2017.
Registration
Weekdays, until May 26 from 9:00 a.m. - Noon, 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
and 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at both the La Mott and Rowland
Community Centers. Space is limited to 40 participants. Information:
215-635-3255.

Outdoor Movie

Bring the entire family to watch The Lego Batman Movie on
Saturday, August 5 on a big screen at the Cheltenham Little League
Woodland Campus, 650 Woodland Avenue in Cheltenham. The
gate opens at 7:30 p.m., and the movie begins at 8:30 p.m. The fee is
$5 per person. The snack stand will be open to provide dinner or a
snack. (No alcohol is permitted.) Call 215-887-6200, ext. 227, for more
information.

20th Annual Concerts in the Park

Cheltenham Township is once again offering a free concert series on
five Sundays this summer primarily at Curtis Arboretum, the beautiful
45-acre park located at 1250 W. Church Road in Wyncote. The series’
sponsor, Einstein Medical Center Elkins Park, will host the final
concert at 60 Township Line Road in Elkins Park.
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Spring & Summer Fun
All performers, who are subject to change, will play two 45-minute
sets starting at 5:00 p.m. Lawn chairs, blankets and picnic suppers are
welcome, but no alcohol is permitted. In case of rain, all concerts will
be held inside Curtis Hall. Information: 215-887-6200, ext. 227.

2017 Performers
• June 25
• July 9
• July 23
• August 6
• August 20

Eric Mintel Quartet
Brendan Evans
The Large Flowerheads
Tracey Grammer and Jim Henry
The RGM Project

Jazz
Classical
Groovy 60s
Folk
Jazz

Yoga: Parent and Child

Co-ed • All Ages • 12 Weeks • Fee $50 parent/child
(Child not required) • Limit 20
Participants will enjoy this unique cardiovascular conditioning
program with all the traditional benefits of Yoga: meditation, breathing
techniques and deep relaxation. Yoga is great stress management
for kids! Bring a mat, towel and water bottle to each class and wear
comfortable clothing.
Glenside Hall
Thursdays, beginning May 4 • 5:45 p.m. – 6:45 p.m.
Register at La Mott or Rowland Community Center by April 27.

Mother’s Day Pottery Workshop

Tennis

Under Ten Tennis Clinic

A U.S. Tennis Association program, this FREE one-hour clinic will
introduce children to the game with equipment suited to youths ages
10 and under. Each participant should bring a racket, a water bottle
and wear sneakers.
Wall Park Tennis Court (100 Walk Park Drive, Elkins Park)
Saturday, May 20 • 11:00 a.m. – Noon
Register for this free event by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, May 19 at either the
La Mott or Rowland Community Center.

Adult Tennis

Co-ed • Ages 17 & Older • 6 Weeks • $50 (NR $75) Fee • Limit 8
Calling all adult tennis players! Dust the winter chill off your rackets
and join us for some fun. Instruction will be offered for Beginners
(people who have never played or cannot hit the ball in a rally) and
Intermediates (some previous experience and can rally but need help
in their game).
Wall Park Tennis Court
Wednesdays, May 17 - June 21
Beginners: 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. • Intermediates: 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Register at either the La Mott or Rowland Community Center by May 12.

Pilates

Co-ed • Ages 16 & Older • 12 Weeks • Fee $50 • Limit 25
This basic level class teaches the fundamental Pilates mat exercises
with a focus on posture alignment, core stability and breath control.
Pilates training develops an overall leaner look, increases muscular
strength, improves flexibility and achieves graceful movements. Just
bring a mat and water bottle, and dress comfortably.
Glenside Hall
Thursdays, beginning May 4 • 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Register at either the La Mott or Rowland Community Center by April 27.

Co-ed • All Ages • One Day • Fee $35 (includes supplies)
Learn how to design and hand build a ceramic flower that you can
display in your garden or make into a plate. No experience is necessary.
Clay is non-toxic and food safe. For more information, visit
www.PotteryWorksMobile.com.
Rowland Community Center
Saturday, May 6 • 10:00 a.m. to Noon
Register at La Mott or Rowland Community Center by April 28. Call 215379-2233 for more information.

Art Programs
Young Rembrandts

Co-ed • Ages 4 - 14 • 5 Weeks from April 22 to May 20 • $65/child/session •
Limit 15 • Register at www.YoungRembrandts.com/buxmont-pa
Early Elementary Drawing
Children ages 4 to 6 will learn to draw basic shapes and playful
characters, including clowns, scarecrows and monsters to strengthen
their core skills.
Rowland Community Center
SATURDAYS • 9:00 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.

Elementary Drawing

Children ages 7 to 14 will transform simple shapes into cartoon sun
and moon characters, explore a sense of color with a macaw parrot and
expand their skills with detailed drawings of a pirate ship and friendly
robot.
Rowland Community Center
SATURDAYS • 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Cartooning

Youngsters ages 8 to 14 will learn key exaggeration and personification
techniques for rendering cartoon characters. Students will learn to tell a
story through sequential drawing.
Rowland Community Center
SATURDAYS • 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
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Community Rental Facilities
Need a place to hold a special event, such as a wedding,
shower or anniversary party? Contact 215-885-2428 or visit www.
CheltenhamTownship.org on the Rental Facilities page for
more details and availability.
Curtis Hall
Elegant Curtis Hall, located at 1250 W. Church Road in
Wyncote, was once the music room in the lavish Curtis
estate. Situated in a lovely 45-acre arboretum with rolling
hills, two ponds and over 50 tree varieties, Curtis Hall offers
a uniquely beautiful setting for weddings, anniversaries or
other special events.
A gorgeous ornate ceiling crowns the ballroom complete
with hardwood floors. The air-conditioned hall can seat
100 or accommodate 120 for cocktail-style affairs, while an
outdoor slate terrace offers seating for an additional 20 to
30 people for an overall maximum of 150. A scenic garden
area adjacent to the hall is a popular spot for wedding
ceremonies. Kitchen facilities, a stage, ample parking and
handicapped access to the main floor are available.
Fees:
• Friday evenings: $1,750
• Saturday, Sunday or Holidays: $2,300
• $500 security deposit due at reservation, refunded after
the event.

Glenside Hall

Built to honor World War I veterans, Glenside Memorial Hall,
located at 185 S. Keswick Avenue in Glenside, offers a casual
atmosphere great for family-style affairs and wedding receptions.
The air-conditioned main hall of the two-story building has
hardwood floors and can accommodate seating for 175 without a
dance floor or up to 150 with a small dance floor. Kitchen facilities,
a stage, on-street parking and handicapped access are available.
Fees:
• Friday evenings: $1,150
• Saturday, Sunday or Holidays: $1,750
• $500 security deposit due at reservation, refunded after the
event.

Community Centers

La Mott and Rowland Community Centers are perfect spots for kids
parties or other small gatherings of up to 40 guests. The centers
provide the tables and chairs, but the sponsor is responsible for set
up, clean up and all refreshments. (No alcohol is permitted.)
Party time options include:
• Fridays: 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
• Saturdays: 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. or 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
• Sundays: 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. or 3:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
• Alternate times will be considered.
Fees: (Non-residents pay an additional $30.)
• $175 for a basic package
• $200 for the sports party package including a game room
equipped with a pool table, ping-pong and more.
• Additional half-hours are $50 for residents and $60 for nonresidents.
• $50 deposit is due with the application. Full payment is
required by two weeks before the event.
La Mott Community Center
7420 Sycamore Avenue
La Mott, PA 19027
215-635-3255

Rowland Community Center
400 Myrtle Avenue
Cheltenham, PA 19012
215-379-2233
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Ask us why it’s better under the umbrella!

Home, Auto, Business & More

(215) 595-1100

www.kinginsurancegroup.net
As Independent Agents we can offer more
options to match your coverage and budget needs.
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Do NOT Include Invasive Plants in Garden Debris Collections.

Learn more at www.CheltenhamTownship.org > Departments & Services > Public Works Department.

