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A regular meeting of the PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE for May 2022 was held tonight via webconference, Commissioner Ann L. Rappoport presiding. Present were Commissioners Brockington,
Areman, Pransky, and Holland. Also present was Ex-Officio member Norris. Commissioner ZygmundFelt was absence.
Staff present via web-conference were: Robert A. Zienkowski, Township Manager; Alyson Elliott,
Assistant Township Manager; Danielle Pearson, Director of Fiscal Affairs; Allen Brown, Property
Maintenance Supervisor; Lauren Walter, Special Projects Coordinator; John Piepnsy, Director of Parks
and Recreation; and Kelly Rebitz, Parks and Recreation Administrative Assistant.
Ms. Rappoport called the meeting to order at 9:12 p.m.
1. Expenditures over $2,500
A. Upon motion of Mr. Norris, the Committee unanimously approved engaging the services of
Zelenkofske Axelrod, LLC (ZA) to perform the Township’s Annual Audits of the Pension Plans
in the amount of $11,750.00 and Township Financial Statements in the amount of $27,500.00.
B. Upon motion of Mr. Areman, the Committee unanimously approved engaging the services of EP
Caine & Associates, CPA, LLC to provide assistance for the preparation of the 2021 audit, at the
hourly rates provided in its May 5, 2022, letter, with a $10,000 retainer.
Ms. Pearson explained that ZA would be performing the annual audits, which are necessary for
retaining the Township’s bond rating and not investigating anything specific. Mr. Zienkowski
added that EP Caine will be working to get the books in order for the 2021 audit and to provide
investigatory auditing services to ensure that the Township’s financial policies and protections are
in place. Ms. Pearson said that time is of the essence and since the Accounting Office has two and
a half staff members, EP Caine’s services are essential to meeting the audit deadline. The
Township cannot be late again this year.
Mr. Norris said the management report provided to the Township as part of the audit process is
valuable to the Board and the community. He expressed concern and asked how much the
Township has spent on audit services in the past. Mr. Zienkowski reported that the Township
spent $35,000 for the 2019 audit.
C. Upon motion of Mr. Norris, the Committee unanimously approved postage in the amount of
$4,900 to Advantage Print & Design, LLC for mailing the 2022-2023 Calendar and Annual
Report.
D. Upon motion of Mr. Pransky, the Committee unanimously approved payment to Municipal One
in the amount of $3,400 for 12 months of website hosting and support services from June 11,
2022 through June 10, 2023.
Mr. Pransky expressed disappointment in Municipal One not meeting timeline to update website.
2. The Committee reviewed the following reports for the month of April 2022:
A. Property Maintenance
B. Public Information
C. Parks and Recreation
Ms. Rappoport introduced John Piepsny as new Director of Parks and Recreation and recognized
Kelly Rebitz for passing her Pool Operator certifications, which is a significant accomplishment.
Mr. Piepsny thanked Ms. Rebitz and Allen Brown for helping get the pools up and running for
the 2022 season. Glenside Pool will open on May 28 at noon and Conklin Pool will open on June
18 at noon.
Upon motion of Mr. Areman, the Committee unanimously received the above reports.
3. Receipt of Committee Meeting Minutes:
A. Historical Commission – No April Meeting.
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B.
C.
D.
E.

Twinning Committee – No April Meeting.
Economic Development Task Force Meeting – April 19, 2022
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Committee Meeting – April 28, 2022
Civil Rights Task Force Meeting – April 5, 2022

Upon motion of Ms. Rappoport, the Committee unanimously received the Committee Meeting
Minutes listed above.
4. Receipt of Staff Meeting Minutes – April 27, 2022.
Upon motion of Ms. Rappoport, the Committee unanimously received the staff meeting minutes as
stated above.
5. Presentations:
A. Friends of Curtis Arboretum Quarterly Report
Donna Wray, President, and Michael Szura, Board Member, provided an update on the work of the
Friends of Curtis Arboretum (FOCA) over the past year and its plans for 2022. They were joined by
Wes Powers, Secretary, and Linda Wright Moore, Board Member.
FOCA asked the Board for financial support from the Township for some of its projects, such as a
pond study to understand why they are not healthy, which is estimated to cost $5,000. This will cover
the cost of a professional skilled in this type of analysis. FOCA will provide in-kind services through
its Board members, who are qualified to perform the survey work.
Mr. Zienkowski suggested using the stormwater fee to pay for the pond study. Mr. Areman asked if
there were any formal estimates on the cost of the pond study. Mr. Szura said he will work to provide
one prior to the Board of Commissioners meeting next week.
Mr. Holland and Ms. Rappoport thanked FOCA for all the work it has done over the past few years.
Mr. Holland noted that many larger organizations, if asked, will make a financial contribution to
organizations with which volunteer hours are being done.
Recommendation to the Board of Commissioners: Upon motion of Mr. Holland, the Committee
unanimously recommended the Board of Commissioners approve a payment not-to-exceed $5,000 for
a pond study to be paid for out of the stormwater fee, conditioned upon provision of a quote for the
pond study from the consultant before the Board of Commissioners meeting.
6. New Business
A. Recommend the Board of Commissioners approve a Resolution authorizing the submission of a
grant under the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development’s
Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program in the amount of $250,000 to improve pedestrian and
vehicular access and safety at Curtis Arboretum.
Recommendation to the Board of Commissioners: Upon motion of Mr. Pransky, the
Committee unanimously recommended the Board of Commissioners approve a Resolution
authorizing the submission of a grant under the Pennsylvania Department of Community and
Economic Development’s Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program in the amount of $250,000
to improve pedestrian and vehicular access and safety at Curtis Arboretum.
B. Recommend the Board of Commissioners approve a Resolution authorizing the submission of a
grant under the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development’s
Watershed Restoration and Protection Program in the amount of $300,000 for design and
construction of the Robinson Park Wetland Enhancement Project.
Recommendation to the Board of Commissioners: Upon motion of Ms. Rappoport, the
Committee unanimously recommended the Board of Commissioners approve a Resolution
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authorizing the submission of a grant under the Pennsylvania Department of Community and
Economic Development’s Watershed Restoration and Protection Program in the amount of
$300,000 for design and construction of the Robinson Park Wetland Enhancement Project.
C. Recommend the Board of Commissioners approve a Resolution authorizing the submission of a
grant under the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development’s Flood
Mitigation Program in the amount of $500,000 for the acquisition of property and demolition of
structures for the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection’s Glenside Flood
Control Project.
Recommendation to the Board of Commissioners: Upon motion of Mr. Areman, the
Committee unanimously recommended the Board of Commissioners approve a Resolution
authorizing the submission of a grant under the Pennsylvania Department of Community and
Economic Development’s Flood Mitigation Program in the amount of $500,000 for the
acquisition of property and demolition of structures for the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection’s Glenside Flood Control Project.
Ms. Rappoport mentioned that SEPTA has promised the Township a payment and would like to
receive the money as soon as possible.
D. Recommend the Board of Commissioners approve a Resolution authorizing the submission of a
grant under the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development’s Keystone
Communities Program in the amount of $50,000 for the purchase and installation of 10 signs to
install at nine Township parks.
Recommendation to the Board of Commissioners: Upon motion of Mr. Areman, the
Committee unanimously recommended the Board of Commissioners approve a Resolution
authorizing the submission of a grant under the Pennsylvania Department of Community and
Economic Development’s Keystone Communities Program in the amount of $50,000 for the
purchase and installation of 10 signs to install at nine Township parks.
E. Recommendation to the Board of Commissioners: Upon motion of Mr. Pransky, the
Committee unanimously recommended the Board of Commissioners authorize the extension of
remote meetings for all Township Committees and the Board of Commissioners until September.
7. Old Business – None.
8. Announcements
A. Ms. Rappoport announced that the Township will be hosting a public meeting regarding its
facilities on Monday, May 16, 7 p.m., via Zoom:
(https://www.cheltenhamtownship.org/calendarView.aspx?cid=84327&id=0&catid=0).
B. Ms. Rappoport announced that the Historical Commission will host its annual Historic
Preservation Lecture on Thursday, May 12, 2022, 7:30 p.m., at Curtis Hall. Historical
Commission Chair and history author Tom Wieckowski will discuss his latest book on three
generations of the Barker family of Chelten Hills.
C. Mr. Areman announced that the Glenside Fire Company will host its annual Food Truck Festival
on Saturday, May 21 from 4-8 p.m.
D. Mr. Norris announced that next Tuesday, May 17, is Pennsylvania’s Primary Election Day and
encouraged residents to exercise their democratic right to vote.
9. Citizens’ Forum
A. Robert Hyslop, 211 Harrison Avenue – asked questions about the grants for Robinson Park and
the Glenside Flood Control Project property acquisition and whether the Township is locked into
a design for the project. Ms. Elliott explained that the projects were chosen because they were
identified as important projects in the Stormwater Fee Feasibility Study and the Pollution
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Reduction Plan. The Robinson Park project, in particular, was presented as a design and
construction project with a conceptual design. Members of the community will be involved in its
design. Each project will have to meet the scope and requirements of the granting agency, but
there is no firm design, especially for the Robinson Park project.
10. There being no further business, upon motion of Mr. Pransky, the Committee unanimously agreed to
adjourn the meeting at 10:18 p.m.

__________________
Robert Zienkowski
Township Manager/Secretary
Per Alyson Elliott, Assistant Township Manager

Update to Cheltenham Township
Public Affairs Meeting
May 11, 2022

CurtisFriends.net




The Plan
Save
Dying Trees
Mucky Ponds

Restore / Improve
Stormwater management
Ecosystem
Historic elements
Park beauty & community






Resources
2,400 volunteer hours: > 1,000
hours/yr, every year, since 2020
Since January 2021:


$30,500 cash donations



$5,800 in-kind donations



$11,200 fundraising



$2,500 grant

So much energy from people
Plus help from township staff



Focus on Landscape

1




Revitalized WWII Memorial (1)



Large tree planting: main parking (2)



New gardens at entrances, lower
parking lot



Riparian buffers (3)
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Working towards:


Improving beauty & ecosystems



Improving stormwater management



Reducing maintenance costs

3

Penn State University
Master Watershed Steward Program
Award for Restoration Excellence
Rock Creek, Curtis Arboretum
January 2022




2022 Plans
Landscape


Maintain current work



Signage plan



Pond Assessment

Community


Coordinate with Public Affairs three
times per year



Expand newsletter to neighbors



Hold more types of public events



Needs



 Volunteers: see CurtisFriends.net


Cleanups, plantings



History



Fundraising

 Township financial support

