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A regular meeting of the PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE for April 2021 was held tonight via webconference, Commissioner Ann L. Rappoport presiding. Present were Commissioners Brockington,
Pransky, Areman, Holland, and Zygmund-Felt. Ex-Officio member Norris was not in attendance.
Staff present via web-conference were: Robert A. Zienkowski, Township Manager; Alyson Elliott,
Assistant Township Manager; Brian Hinson, Director of Parks and Recreation; Nathan Crittendon,
Director of Fiscal Affairs; and Joseph Bagley, Esq., Township Solicitor.
Ms. Rappoport called the meeting to order at 9:58 p.m.
1. The Committee reviewed the following reports for the month of March 2021:
a. Property Maintenance Supervisor
b. Public Information Officer – Ms. Rappoport said she thought the department Spotlight stories on
the various departments is a great idea and suggested a quiz to attract more attention.
c. Director of Parks and Recreation
1) 2021 Pool Updates – Mr. Hinson said staff is working on general in-house maintenance at
Glenside Pool. American Pools will provide a schedule for draining and cleaning the pools
this Friday. He is holding his second round of lifeguard interviews this Saturday. Pool
registration begins May 1 and information will be posted on the website and on social media
prior to registration opening.
Mr. Areman wanted to make sure American Pools will be able to accommodate an on-time
opening for Memorial Day weekend. Mr. Hinson said American Pools can meet the schedule
and said he is working to ensure he will have enough lifeguards to open the pool, since high
school kids will still be in school for a few weeks after opening.
Upon motion of Mr. Zygmund-Felt, the Committee unanimously received the meeting minutes as
stated above.
2. Receipt of Committee Meeting Minutes:
a. Historical Commission – March 11, 2021
b. Twinning Committee – No March Meeting
c. Economic Development Task Force Meeting – March 16, 2021
Ms. Rappoport commended the EDTF on its effort to reinvigorate the Business District Liaisons.
d. Substance Abuse and Mental Health (SAMH) Committee Meeting – No March Meeting
e. Human Relations Committee Meeting – March 4, 2021
Upon motion of Mr. Pransky, the Committee unanimously received the meeting minutes as stated
above.
3. Receipt of Staff Meeting Minutes – March 3, 2021 and March 17, 2021.
Upon motion of Mr. Zygmund-Felt, the Committee unanimously received the staff meeting minutes
as stated above.
4. Presentation on the final report for the Tookany Creek Trail Feasibility Study (see attached).
Julie Slavet, Executive Director of the Tookany/Tacony-Frankford Watershed Partnership (TTF),
Robert Thomas and Douglas Maisey of Campbell Thomas, and Patrick Starr and Zhenya Nalywayko
of the Pennsylvania Environmental Council (PEC) were present to discuss the results of the study.
Ms. Rappoport inquired about how the trail would be funded. Mr. Thomas said the report provides a
spreadsheet dividing the trail into eight segments, each with a cost estimate and an analysis on
difficulty to implement. The entire trail involved in this study (between High School Road and
Cheltenham Avenue) is estimated to cost just over $5 million and there are many funding sources to
consider, such as the Pennsylvania Department of Natural Resources, the Pennsylvania Department of

Public Affairs Committee Meeting
Web-Conference | Page 2
April 14, 2021
Conservation and Natural Resources, PennDOT and some federal sources, such as the Federal
Recovery Act. Appendix B in the report contains a detailed funding list.
Mr. Starr added that since this trail is part of the Circuit Trail network, it will be very competitive for
funding. There may also be an opportunity for Montgomery County to collaborate with the Township
to provide maintenance and operations support since it is part of the County’s trail plan.
Mr. Zygmund-Felt thanked TTF, PEC, and Campbell Thomas for their efforts on this project and
noted that the Township has a large number of priorities for which the Township will need to review
before making any decisions on moving forward on any portion of this trail. He noted that residents
have expressed concerns about cost, number of people who would use the trail and other concerns.
The Township is committed to finding ways to expand pieces of the trail if enough outside funding
can be pieced together to minimize the Township’s financial contribution. This is a long-term
undertaking. He said he is looking forward to seeing the project implemented.
Mr. Pransky asked about the projected use on the trail and how many users are Township residents.
Mr. Thomas said the Pennypack Trail in Abington is a comparable trail and usually has a couple
hundred people a day, which translate to a few people per hour. Approximately 5% of trail users are
from outside the area, but a vast majority of users are local users. He clarified that an estimated 9093,000 users per year breaks down to a few people per minute. Mr. Pransky said he would support an
intermunicipal trail, not a trail that connects to other municipalities at this time.
Ms. Slavet said this trail was well-supported by Township residents and most of the trail use is
projected to be Township residents. Campbell Thomas’ work was focused on listening to residents
about what they want to see in the trail. Ms. Slavet said she has been working with federal and other
sources to help the Township raise funds for the trail.
Mr. Pransky asked how dirt bikes or ATVs are stopped from using the trail. Mr. Thomas said that he
often meets with Fire, EMS, Police, etc. during design to discuss safety concerns prior to
construction. Often the trails are added to patrol schedules. In addition, trail users monitor and report
problems to ensure negative activities are discouraged.
John Raisch expressed support for the trail and thanked the team, Mr. Zygmund-Felt and Mr.
Brockington for their work on this project. He said he appreciated that the Township is taking action
on Circuit Trails resolution about four years ago supporting the expansion of Circuit Trails
throughout the region. He said he does not expect to see a trail built overnight and considers the
Township’s support of this study progress. He noted that a lot of residents travel to the Pennypack
and other regional trails for exercise and that they would appreciate the opportunity for a trail network
in their own community.
Greta Bunin, seconded Mr. Raisch’s assertion that there are limited safe locations to ride a bicycle
around the Township and a trail would make it easier and safer for residents to ride bicycles in the
Township. She currently utilizes the Schuylkill River Trail or the Pennypack Trail.
Recommendation to the Board of Commissioners: Upon motion of Mr. Pransky the
Committee unanimously recommended the Board of Commissioners acknowledge receipt of
the final report of the Tookany Creek Trail Feasibility Study.
5. Report of the Township Manager
Mr. Zienkowski said he would like to bring consideration of implementing a Rental Inspection
Program for discussion at the next Public Affairs Committee meeting. The Committee was supportive
of discussion at a future meeting.
6. Approval of Expenditures over $2,500
a. Upon motion of Ms. Rappoport, the Committee unanimously approved the purchase order for If
It's Water, Inc. in the amount of $12,080.90 for two new handicap aquatics lifts to be used at
Glenside and Conklin Pools.
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Mr. Pransky asked if there were competitive bids from other companies. Mr. Hinson said that If
It’s Water, Inc. is the only company he found that will install, bind and service the lifts. A
distributer will be able to provide the product cheaper, but the finding a separate company for
installation, binding and service will add cost to the lifts.
Mr. Bagley said purchase and installation could be included in the bid. Service would not be able
to be included in the overall cost of the contract.
Recommendation to the Board of Commissioners: Upon motion of Mr. Pransky, the
Committee unanimously agreed to table action on this item until the Board of
Commissioners meeting next week until addition information can be gathered.
b. Upon motion of Mr. Areman, the Committee unanimously approved the purchase order for If It's
Water, Inc. in the amount of $3,553.16 for the filtration systems startup at Glenside and Conklin
Pools.
c. Upon motion of Ms. Rappoport, the Committee unanimously approved the purchase order for R.
J. McCarville Associates, LTD in the amount of $18,895.00 for new gym wall mats for the La
Mott and Rowland Community Centers.
Mr. Brockington asked why this project is being done if the gyms are not open. Mr. Hinson
explained that the money was encumbered for 2020 and not spent due to the pandemic.
d. Upon motion of Mr. Holland, the Committee unanimously approved the purchase order for Pro
Audio in the amount of $4,500.00 to provide sound tech services for the Summer Concerts in the
Park.
e. Upon motion of Mr. Holland, the Committee unanimously approved the purchase order for
Original Waterman in the amount of $3,000.00 to purchase bathing suits and masks for the
summer lifeguards.
f. Consider recommending the Board of Commissioners approve the purchase order for Treasure
Signs in the amount of $25,000 to purchase five (5) new park signs at $5,000 per sign.
Mr. Zienkowski noted that the purchase of these signs will pave the way for outside funders
commit to sponsoring new park signage throughout the Township.
Mr. Zygmund-Felt and Ms. Rappoport expressed concern about how the Township is using
potential finding sources, particularly since there is a long list of projects that the Township
would like to solicit grans to fund.
Recommendation to the Board of Commissioners: Upon motion of Ms. Rappoport, the
Committee unanimously recommended the Board of Commissioners approve the
purchase order for Treasure Signs in the amount of $25,000 to purchase five (5) new park
signs at $5,000 per sign, with the provision that purchase of the signs is delayed until it is
determined whether a grant could be used to fund all or a portion of the cost.
g. Consider recommending the Board of Commissioners approve Mason Maze, LLC to repair
damaged balusters and portions of the broken stone wall in the garden area of Curtis Arboretum
in an amount not-to-exceed $75,000.
Recommendation to the Board of Commissioners: Upon motion of Mr. Pransky, the
Committee unanimously recommended the Board of Commissioners approve Mason
Maze, LLC to repair damaged balusters and portions of the broken stone wall in the
garden area of Curtis Arboretum in an amount not-to-exceed $75,000, subject to review
and revision of the contract by the Township Solicitor.
h. Upon motion of Ms. Rappoport, the Committee unanimously approved a blanket purchase order
for FMI, Inc. in the amount $8,500 for postage for the spring and fall newsletter.
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i.

Upon motion of Mr. Zygmund-Felt, the Committee unanimously approved the award of a
contract to Advantage Print & Design, LLC in the amount of $11,394, plus postage not to exceed
$4,400 for the Annual Township Calendar and Report.

7. Old Business – None.
8. New Business
a. Update on the Arcadia Public Art Project timetable at South Keswick Avenue and East Waverly
Road (see attached).
Mr. Areman reported that installation has started and the community is invited to participate in a
work day on Friday, April 23 to paint and put finishing touches on the project. After that, it will
be available for use by the public.
b. Recommend to the Board of Commissioners a candidate for an open seat on the Cheltenham
Township Library Board.
Recommendation to the Board of Commissioners: Upon motion of Mr. Areman, the
Committee unanimously recommended the Board of Commissioners appoint Jessika McLaughlin
to the Cheltenham Township Library Board.
c. Presentation on Senator Art Haywood’s sidewalk library box initiative called Reading Spaces
Everywhere. Ms. Rappoport explained that Senator Haywood has a grant available to provide a
library box in the Township and asked for suggestions for possible locations such as the Conklin
Pool area or La Mott area. Books can be borrowed and returned, or permanently borrowed. The
boxes are replenished from a stock funded through this program. Mr. Pransky said both locations
are good. Mr. Areman said it should be in spot that people can walk to.
Recommendation to the Board of Commissioners: Upon motion of Ms. Rappoport, the
Committee unanimously recommended the Board of Commissioners support the installation of a
library box in the Township through Senator Haywood’s Reading Spaces Everywhere initiative.
d. Ms. Rappoport said that a local Girl Scout will be earning her Gold award, which is equivalent to
the Boy Scout’s Eagle Scout award, and would like to award a citation to her and invite her to a
future in-person presentation.
9. Announcements
a. Mr. Zygmund-Felt announced that two new businesses are opening in Elkins Park. A rotisserie
and prepared food business is opening in Creekside Market. Food Chasers Kitchen will be
locating in the former Park Plates.
10. Citizens’ Forum – None.
11. There being no further business, upon motion of Ms. Rappoport, the Committee unanimously agreed
to adjourn the meeting at 11:25 p.m.
___________________
Robert Zienkowski
Township Manager
Per Alyson Elliott, Assistant Township Manager
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Project Funding

• In collaboration with the Circuit Trails Coalition and with Cheltenham Township, PEC is
committed to creating new multi‐use trails throughout Greater Philadelphia. The Tookany
Creek Trail will be part of this regional trail network.

• The purpose of the feasibility study update is to gather as much ground‐level information
and community input as possible, so that the trail can move closer toward design and
construction.

Connecting People with Water

Public Outreach – Survey
• 615 people have completed the
survey so far!
• 92% of survey respondents use
existing trails
• 97% want additional trails in
Cheltenham

Public Outreach – Interviews
• We interviewed 23 stakeholders, community
leaders, and diverse groups and individuals
including:
– Property Owners adjacent to the Trail
– Community Organizations (Friends of H.S. Park)
– SEPTA/PennDOT

• Virtual Engagement
– We also conducted 2 public meetings and 3 focus
groups virtually in light of pandemic restrictions

Public Outreach – Story Map
• We created a Story Map to provide a virtual
tour of the proposed trail

STUDY AREA

Overview of Trail Recommendations

Tookany Creek Pkwy.( at Melrose CC)

Tookany Creek Parkway : Proposed Road Diet

Interpretive Signage

Interpretive Signage

Upgrades to Existing Trails

Upgraded to Circuit Trail
Standards

Future Tookany Creek Trail Connections

Arcadia University

Cresheim Trail
Curtis Arboretum

Wall Park

Circuit Trail Connections

Next Steps/Questions?

