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La Mott Historic District, Township of Cheltenham
Board of Historical and Architectural Review
Meeting Minutes of
Thursday, October 20,2016 at 6:30 P.M.

Location:

Richard Wall House, Carriage House Meeting Room

Present:

Ms. Darlene Melton, Vice Chairperson
Ms. Emma Trusty, Member
Ms. Linda Foggie, RA, Member
Mr. Henry Sekawungu, Member, Director of Planning and Zoning
Ms. Heather Hubert, Planning and Zoning Aide, BHAR Liaison

Absent:

Mr. Timothy Hinchcliff, Chairman
Ms. Zilan Munas-Bass, Member

1.

Meeting Commencement
Vice Chairman Melton called the meeting to order at 6:35 P.M.

2.

Meeting Minutes
Since a quorum was not present, Vice Chairman Melton deferred acceptance of the minutes
dated July 21, 2016, May 2, 2016, and February 1,2016 until the next meeting of the La Mott
BHAR on November 17,2016.

3.

Application L16-175 of The Rite Aid Corporation, 1401 W. Cheltenham Avenue, La Molt,
PA 19027
Mr. Keith Jones, construction manager and representative of The Rite Aid Corporation, was
present to discuss the application for a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for the installation
of new lettering on existing canopy signs on the building and new inserts for an existing
freestanding sign on the property.
Ms. Melton expressed concern that Mr. Jones was not specifically named in the owner's letter
to the BHAR, and therefore did not have the authority to speak on their behalf. Discussion
ensued, and it was agreed upon by the BHAR and Mr. Jones that he would present his
corporate identification to staff at the Township Building as soon as possible.
Mr. Jones then explained that the building previously had illuminated "Open 24 Hours"
channel-letter signs on both facades visible from Cheltenham A venue, and that these would be
removed and incorporated into the awning.
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Discussion ensued regarding the new acrylic inserts that will be installed on the existing
freestanding sign. Mr. Jones stated that the colors will be changed to match what Rite Aid is
currently using, and that the existing metal sign frame will be painted to coordinate with the
new inserts.
Ms. Foggie made a conditional motion to informally accept the application, based upon the
colors discussed as well as the presentation of credentials by Mr. Jones. Ms. Trusty seconded
the motion.
Application L16-175 of The Rite Aid Corporation, for a Certificate ofAppropriateness for the
installation of new lettering on existing awning signs on the building and new acrylic inserts
for the existing freestanding sign on the property located at 1401 W Cheltenham Avenue, La
Mott, PA, was informally recommended to the Public Works Committee for approval ofa CGA
as presented.

4. Application L16-176 ofMr. David Keefrider, representative of the owner of the property
located at 1403 W. Cheltenham Avenue, La Molt, PA 19027

Mr. David Keefrider, representative of the property owner, and Mr. Steven Hor, representative
of the franchise owner, were present to discuss the application for a Certificate of
Appropriateness (COA) for the construction of a new Dunkin Donuts franchise and supporting
commercial signage on the property.
Mr. Keefrider explained the plan to demolish the existing garage on the site and build a new
restaurant in its place.
Mr. Sekawungu stated that the owners had applied for and received a zoning determination
from the Department of Planning & Zoning, wherein it was established that they would not
need any zoning relief for the project. He also noted that if zoning issues were raised as a part
of the land development review process, they would need to be addressed prior to approval.
Ms. Melton expressed concern for the potential impact the project would have on the traffic on
Cheltenham Avenue and School Lane. Staff responded that those issues would also be
addressed as part of the land development review process.
Ms. Trusty inquired about the proposed colors of the building, and how they would relate to the
surrounding streetscape. Mr. Keefrider noted the colors as "Starling Orange", "Bittersweet
Stem", and "Anodized Bronze", and indicated that they should not detract in any way from
what exists adjacent to the property.
It was noted that the maximum height of the building would be within Township Code limits at
21' high, and that the new building set back would align with those already existing along
Cheltenham Avenue.
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Ms. Melton inquired about the proposed physical separation between the new building and the
existing Rite Aid with which it shares a parking lot. Mr. Keefrider stated that there would be a
parking buffer placed between the lots.
Ms. Foggie questioned whether or not the new signage would be internally illuminated. Mr.
Keefrider answered that it would be, but only on the parallel wall sign on the Cheltenham
Avenue street frontage. He went on to state that the proposed drive-thru awning would have
cut-out letters and be lit from underneath.
Discussion ensued regarding the construction and materiality of the proposed outdoor enclosure
for trash and dumpsters, and it was noted that it would be six feet high, and constructed of
CMU blocks painted to match the lightest exterior color of the main building.
Ms. Foggie made a conditional motion to informally approve the application as presented,
based upon the colors and style discussed at the meeting.
Application L16-176 ofMr. David Keefrider,Jor a Certificate ojAppropriatenessJor the
construction ofa new Dunkin Donuts franchise and supporting commercial signage on the
property located at 1403 W Cheltenham Avenue, La Mott, PA, was informally recommended to
the Public Works Committee for approval ofa CGA as presented.

5.

Old Business
There was no old business to discuss.

6.

New Business
Staff informed the BHAR members of a planned historic preservation workshop to be held in
conjunction with the Fairmount Park Conservancy that will address maintaining porches on
historic properties. The workshop will be held on November 17, 2016, at 6:30 pm at All
Hallows Church, Wyncote, PA 19095.
Staff also informed the BHAR of a seminar in Ambler, PA that is being held by the
Montgomery County Planning Commission on October 26,2016 from 4-6pm. The topic is
"Rethinking Institutional Properties", and all members were encouraged to register to attend.
Ms. Melton suggested that if the venue for the La Mott BHAR meeting needed to be moved in
the future, the Township should consider using space at the La Mott Community Center. Staff
agreed to put forth the idea to Township Administration, but suggested that this may not be
practical due to the Wyncote BHAR meeting that is also affected by the changes.
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7.

Adjournment
Vice Chairman Melton made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 P.M. It was seconded by
Ms. Foggie.

Bryan T. Havir
Township Manager
Per Heather Hubert

