Building and Zoning Committee
June 7, 2017
Curtis Hall

A regular meeting of the BUILDING AND ZONING COMMITTEE was held tonight,
Chairman Morton J. Simon, Jr. presiding. Members present were Commissioners Brockington,
Holland, Norris, Pransky, Rappoport and Sharkey.
Staff present were Bryan Havir, Township Manager, Alyson Elliott, Assistant Township
Manager, and Henry Sekawungu, Director of Planning & Zoning. Also present was Joseph
Bagley, Esq., Solicitor. A Public Attendance List is attached.
Mr. Simon called the meeting to order at 9:07 p.m.

1.
12,2017:

The Committee reviewed the following Zoning Heard Board agenda item for June

APPEAL NO. 17-3575: Appeal of Nature's Care and Wellness of
Pennsylvania, LLC, proposed tenant of the premises located at 140 S. Easton Road,
Glenside, PA 19038.
Mr. Carl Primavera, Esq. spoke on behalf of owner Robert Windsor and after a short
PowerPoint presentation, he provided a brief summary of the State review and approval process,
and also provided the following information:
•
•
•

•
•

•

The hours of operation will be Monday through Saturday from 9:00 a.m . to 5 p.m.
The Wellness Center will employ six (6) to eight (8) employees including two (2)
pharmacists.
Approximately twenty (20) to thirty (30) customers are anticipated to visit the facility
each day. Initial consultation time is approximately thirty (30) to sixty (60) minutes.
Follow up visits for refill of product will be approximately fifteen (15) to thirty (30)
minutes.
The facility will have two (2) consulting rooms, a waiting area, and a dispensary area that
will be heavily monitored by cameras and three (3) security guards on staff.
Delivery of product will discreetly arrive in an unmarked vehicle and will be unloaded in
the rear of the building with the option of installing a retractable garage door for
deliveries .
Payment for products will be cash only. Seven Bank in Maryland is currently handling
the cash intake for the LLC.

Discussion ensued and concerns were expressed with regard to parking, location, tax
revenues and the amount of cash on the premises along with current State regulations . Comments
from neighbors included the following:
Pastor Henrik Sonntag from St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 120 N. Easton Road stated that
his Church is within the 1,000 foot buffer.
Anna Sappington, 141 Harrison Avenue, stated that the parking lot abuts her rear yard
where her children play. Her concerns were user fraud and potential abuse by customers

receiving product. She also stated that Easton Road is the community's main street and not a
discreet location. She had concerns that medical marijuana is a ground zero experiment on public
health.
Judith Haas, 148 Harrison Avenue, expressed her support for medical marijuana and
pointed out that medical marijuana is not a product that is used to get high. It is of medical grade
and come from plants engineered for medical use and not the type of marijuana that is smoked.
Lisa Rock, 131 Harrison Avenue expressed concerns about the proximity of the Center to
students from Bishop McDevitt High School and St. Lukes Parrish School who walk that area
after bus drop off at Waverly Road and Glenside Avenue. She questioned why there is not a
1,000 foot buffer from private homes as in other Townships.
Mitchel Zygmund-Felt, 35 Carter Lane expressed concerns that there were too many
uncertainties at this time since medical marijuana use is still new He paralleled the likeness of
them to methadone clinics.
Craig Brown, 521 Beaver Road, stated that although he was not opposed to medical
marijuana, he was concerned about location and safety. Mr. Primavera responded that only one
security guard was required by the State of Pennsylvania; however, they were proposing three
guards.
Mike Rock, 131 Harrison expressed great concern over the fact that this was a cash
business and that security and safety should be a high priority.
Jon Sappington, 131 Harrison Avenue expressed concerns of former crack addicts
transitioning for treatment and becoming customers of the Center.
Discussion included future licensing for recreational use and concerns related to that. Mr.
Primavera stated that recreational licensing for marijuana would be different from licensing for
medical marijuana use.
Upon motion by Mr. Sharkey, seconded by Mr. Pransky, the Committee unanimously
agreed to recommend denial and request a letter be drafted and sent to the Pennsylvania
Department of Health requesting a site visit. This letter should be carbon copied to appropriate
State representatives and have the Township's Solicitor, Joseph Bagley, Esq. represent the
Commissioners at the Zoning Hearing Board Meeting on June 12,2017.

2.

Receipt of the Planning Commission Meeting Minutes dated May 22, 2017.

Upon motion by Mr. Holland, the Committee unanimously received the Planning Commission
Minutes from the May 22,2017 meeting.

3.

Review of Zoning Hearing Board Decisions.
a.)

Appeal No. 16-3563: Appeal ofMr. Tan Nguyen, owner of
the premises known as 13 Cheltenham Avenue, Cheltenham, PA 19012.
The Zoning Hearing Board granted the applicant's request.
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Upon motion by Mr. Brockington, the Committee unanimously agreed to take no
action.
b.)

Appeal No. 17-3569: Appeal of Westminster Theological Seminary, 2960
West Church Road, Glenside, PA 19038. The Zoning Hearing Board
granted the applicant's request with conditions.

Upon motion by Mr. Holland, the Committee unanimously agreed to take no action with the
exception of the following two items :
A. The Applicant shall pave some or all of the 83 off-street parking spaces currently in reserve.
B. The applicant shall construct shall construct a walking trail through the Property, at the
Applicant's sole cost and expense.
c.)

Appeal No. 17-3570: Appeal ofDRTG Real Estate, LLC, owner of the
premises known as 203 Central Avenue, Cheltenham, P A 19012 to
appeal a notice of violation regarding the maximum width of a driveway;
or in the alternative. The Zoning Hearing Board granted the applicant's
request with conditions.
Upon motion by Mr. Brockington, the Committee unanimously agreed to

take no action.
d.)

Appeal No. 17-3571: Appeal of Restore Integrative Wellness Center,
owner of the premises known as 8003 Old York Road, Elkins Park, PA
19027. The Zoning Hearing Board granted the applicant's request with
conditions.

Upon motion by Mr. Simon, the Committee unanimously agreed to take no
action.

4.
Review of Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amending Chapter 295 entitled
"Zoning" for "Wireless Support and Communications Facilities".

Recommendation to the Board of Commissioners:
Upon motion by Mr. Simon, the Committee unanimously agreed to recommend to the
Board of Commissioners the adoption of an Ordinance amending Chapter 295, Zoning, of the
Township Code of Ordinances, to amend §295-2, Definitions, and add a new Article XXXVII,
"Wireless Supports and Communication Facilities."
5.
Review of Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amending Chapter 295 entitled
"Zoning" to add criteria for permitting "Tobacco Stores".

Recommendation to the Board of Commissioners:
Upon motion by Mr. Simon, the Committee unanimously agreed to recommend to the
3

Board of Commissioners the adoption of an Ordinance amending Chapter 295, Zoning, of the
Township Code of Ordinances, to amend §295-2, Definitions, Article XIX, "G-Manufacturing
and Industrial Districts," and §295-221.H., "Parking Requirements by Land Use," to establish
special exception criteria to pennit Tobacco Stores.

6.
Consider authorization to Advertise for a Public Hearing on July 19, 2017
for Zoning Ordinance Amending Chapter 295 entitled "Zoning" for "Medical Marijuana
Dispensary Use".
Recommendation to the Board of Commissioners :
Upon motion by Mr. Simon, the Committee unanimously agreed to recommend to the
Board of Commissioners the adoption of a Resolution authorizing the advertisement for a Public
Hearing to consider the adoption of an Ordinance amending Chapter 295, Zoning, of the
Township Code of Ordinances, to amend Article XVII, "C3 Commercial and Business Districts,"
to pennit Medical Marijuana Dispensaries in certain portions of the zoning district by Special
Exception at the Board of Commissioners' regularly-scheduled meeting on July 19,2017.

7.
Consider authorization to Advertise for a Public Hearing on July 19,2017
for Zoning Ordinance Amending Chapter 295 entitled "Zoning" to revise the Definition of
"Family" .

Recommendation to the Board of Commissioners:
Upon motion by Mr. Simon, the Committee unanimously agreed to recommend to the
Board of Commissioners the adoption of a Resolution authorizing the advertisement of a Public
Hearing to consider the adoption of an Ordinance amending Chapter 295, Zoning, of the
Township Code of Ordinances, to amend Article I, "Objectives and tenninology," §295-2,
"Definitions and word usage," to modify the definition of the tenn "Family" at the Board of
Commissioners' regularly-scheduled meeting on July 19,2017.
8.
Report of the Building Inspector for May, 2017.
Upon motion by Mr. Simon, the Committee unanimously received the report of the
Building Inspector for May, 2017.
9.
Old Business: Mr. Sharkey reported on a meeting he had with Zoning Hearing
Board Member, Aimee Farrell and Commissioner Norris with regard to Plarming Commission
recommendations made to the Zoning Hearing Board and if they are taking the Plarming
Commission's recommendation into account when making appeal decisions . He stated that Ms .
Farrell assured him that the recommendations are reviewed and considered in their deliberations
prior to their decision. Zoning Hearing Board Chairperson Ms. Farrell agreed to offer a "Zoning
101 Session" with the Board of Commissions and the different citizen committees in the near
future.
A recommendation was also made for a meeting between the Township Manager,
Township Solicitor, Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor, Chair of the Zoning Hearing Board and
Director of Plarming and Zoning to discuss and agree on the best fonnat for Orders and
Decisions.
4

10.

New Business: None.

11.

Citizens' Forum: None.

There being no further business, upon motion by Mr. Simon, the meeting was
12.
adjourned at 11 :25 p.m.

Bryan T. Havir
Township Manager
As per Patty Gee
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PUBLIC ATTENDANCE LIST
Public Works Committee @ 7 :30 PM
Building & Zoning Committee @ 8:00 PM
Wednesday, June 7, 2017
Curtis Hall
Wyncote, P A 19095
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