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The regular meeting of the BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS for June 2021 was held this evening via
web-conference and in-person, Commissioner Daniel B. Norris presiding in-person. Members present inperson were Commissioners Areman, Holland, Rappoport, and Brockington. Commissioners Pransky and
Zygmund-Felt were present via web-conference. An attendance list is attached.
Staff present were Robert Zienkowski, Township Manager; Alyson Elliott, Assistant Township Manager;
John Frye, Chief of Police; Scott Lynch, Fire Marshal; Robert Dominick, Park Maintenance Superintendent;
Brian Hinson, Director of Parks and Recreation; Joseph Stuckert, Street Lighting and Traffic Signal
Superintendent; Mike Fleming, Public Works Coordinator; Henry Sekawungu, Director of Planning and
Zoning. Also present was Joseph Bagley, Esq., Township Solicitor.
Mr. Bagley announced that the Board met in an executive session prior to tonight’s meeting to discuss
personnel, litigation, and matters which if discussed in public would violate a lawful privilege.
Mr. Norris and Mr. Pransky took a moment to thank Mr. Allen Brown, Ms. Ashley Lupino and Mr.
Zygmund-Felt for their help in assisting with set up for tonight’s first hybrid meeting. They asked for
everyone’s patience as they work through glitches in this meeting.
1.

The meeting was commenced by Mr. Norris at 7:48 pm.

2.

Mr. Norris led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Each member having received a copy of the Commissioners’ Regular Meeting Minutes dated
May 19, 2021, upon motion of Mr. Norris, the minutes were unanimously approved by the Board of
Commissioners.
4. Each member having received a copy of the Executive Summary Financial Report of the
Manager/Secretary for the month of May 2021, upon motion of Mr. Norris, the report was unanimously
approved by the Board of Commissioners.
5. Each member having received a copy of the Accounts Paid Report for the month of May 2021,
upon motion of Mr. Norris, the report was unanimously approved by the Board of Commissioners.
6. Upon motion of Mr. Norris, the Board of Commissioners unanimously approved the adoption
of Resolution No. 20-21 honoring Edward Floirendo upon his retirement after more than 31 years of
dedicated service to the Cheltenham Township Police Department (see attached).
Chief Frye presented the Resolution honoring Edward Floirendo in absentia.
7. Upon motion of Mr. Norris, the Board of Commissioners unanimously approved the adoption
of Resolution No. 21-21 honoring Daniel Lannutti upon his retirement after more than 26 years of
dedicated service to the Cheltenham Township Police Department (see attached).
Chief Frye presented the Resolution honoring Daniel Lannutti.
8.

Approval of Expenditures over $2,500
a. Upon motion of Mr. Norris, the Board of Commissioners unanimously approved a purchase
order for Armour and Sons Electric, Inc., in the amount of $8,980.00 to replace a streetlight
that was knocked down at Cheltenham Avenue and School Lane.
b. Upon motion of Mr. Norris, the Board of Commissioners unanimously approved a purchase
order for Armour and Sons Electric, Inc., in the amount of $11,865.00 to replace the school
zone flasher on Limekiln Pike for Glenside Elementary School.
Mr. Brockington asked if these expenses are reimbursable since they were knocked down
from an accident. Mr. Stuckert noted that item A is not reimbursable since it was a hit and
run, but item B is reimbursable and will be submitted to insurance. Mr. Areman asked if the
new equipment would be installed before school starts back up in fall. Mr. Stuckert
confirmed that the equipment will be installed before school starts if the expenses are
approved this evening.
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9. Consider approval of the recommendations of the Public Works Committee and acceptance of
its Regular Meeting Minutes dated June 2, 2021:
a. Upon motion of Mr. Zygmund-Felt, the Board of Commissioners unanimously approved a
blanket purchase order in the amount of $150,000 for emergency tree work to be performed
by the first available contractor, which will include tree removal, stump grinding, dead
limbs, hazardous pruning and removal of wood.
b. Upon motion of Mr. Zygmund-Felt, the Board of Commissioners unanimously approved a
blanket purchase order in an amount not-to-exceed $21,299 to repaint all existing double
yellow center lines and white sidelines on Township owned roads only.
c. Upon motion of Mr. Zygmund-Felt, the Board of Commissioners with a 5-2 vote approved
the payment of municipal membership dues to the Tookany/Tacony-Frankford Watershed
Partnership, Inc. (TTF) in the amount of $20,000 for 2021 (Ayes: Holland, Norris, Pransky,
Zygmund-Felt, Rappoport; Nays: Areman and Brockington).
Mr. Areman rejected the recommendation to cut the funding to TTF and explained his
reasoning, which included supporting the organizations that help keep our Township green
and sustainable; the exchange of products is clear and direct; this is an investment in our
environment, clean water, flood mitigation and the future of our community; paying half
our of dues is simply inadequate for what we need; TTF has raised over half a million in
dollars in grants; and they have helped with stormwater projects and MS4 requirements.
Mr. Areman said for the future of our Township, he respectfully urges his colleagues to
support full funding for TTF in the amount of $40,000 for this year.
Mr. Holland appreciated Mr. Areman’s comments and agrees with a lot of his comments;
however, he said the Township is in an unprecedented time fiscally and the Township is not
in a position to pay $40,000 to TTF.
Mr. Pransky agrees with Mr. Areman’s comments, but also agrees with Mr. Holland
regarding cutting the funding because the Township does not have the money to afford it
and it would be imprudent to allocate that much money at this point in time. Mr. Pransky
suggested revisiting this in six (6) months when we can see how much money is left in the
budget to possibly contribute the other $20,000 at that time. It would not be a smart fiscal
decision to fund the whole $40,000 right now.
Mr. Zygmund-Felt said there is no disagreement with Mr. Areman’s comments if the
Township was in a stable and healthy financial position. Mr. Zygmund-Felt noted the
amount of money that Cheltenham will be receiving from the State in regards to the
Recovery Act is only 20 percent of what Abington will be receiving. Cheltenham is
projecting somewhere between $4.5-7 million of reduced revenue and fees in Fiscal Year
2021. The Board needs to look at the overall expenditures and fiscal challenges it faces
before debating individual allocations and acting like the Township is being tight-fisted.
The Board needs to make a prudent, responsible decision for its residents and this
Township. At this time, Mr. Zygmund-Felt suggested voting in favor of paying $20,000 to
TTF.
Ms. Rappoport said that Cheltenham cannot afford to not invest in clean water and
stormwater management. This is a high priority for the Township. TTF has returned over
$2 million of funding, not to mention the additional services they provide that were not a
part of the $2 million. Ms. Rappoport is in full support of funding the full $40,000 to TTF.
Mr. Brockington agreed with Ms. Rappoport’s comments and fully supports funding the
entire $40,000 to TTF.
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Mr. Areman noted that the Township budgeted the $40,000.
Mr. Holland asked if TTF received any PPE funds. Ms. Slavet said they did not.
Public Comment
John Raisch, member of the Environmental Advisory Council (EAC), cares deeply about
TTF, the work that they do, and the services that they provide, and is in full support of the
Board paying the entire amount of $40,000.
Greta Bunin, member of the EAC, commented on the excellent services that TTF provides
to the Township, including their work on Township projects, and is in full support of the
Board paying the entire $40,000 to TTF.
Robert Hyslop, 211 Harrison Avenue, Glenside, thanked Mr. Areman for his comments and
agrees with most of what he said; however, we all have a different definition of full
commitment. He noted that the annual $40,000 payment was mandated by the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection as a penalty for sanitary sewer overflows , so that
was mandated, perhaps an arbitrary number, it was a punishment, it was to get the
predecessors to get their act together as far as the sewer staying underground, rather than
above ground. Mr. Hyslop said he wants to reinforce prioritizing and rewarding results.
Tracy Brown, Melrose Park, emphasized how important clean water and stormwater
management are and encourages the Board to pay the entire amount of $40,000 to TTF.
Rhonda Isser, Cheltenham Lateral Solutions, agreed that the Township needs to be
involved with TTF, but it also needs to make decision based on what is good for the
Township and not based on an agreement that is no longer valid due to the sale of the sewer
system. She encouraged the Board to push Aqua do the work required to lift the consent
decree.
Liza Meiris, 17 Hewett Road, Wyncote, emphasized the importance of TTF to the Township
and that the Board should consider paying the full amount of $40,000 since it was already
budgeted for 2021.
Mr. Norris stated that the budget is a planning document for the year and throughout the
year the Board makes decisions on how to spend the money. Budgets change all the time
due to unforeseen circumstances and the Township’s financial situation has changed for
this year.
Upon motion of Mr. Norris, the Board of Commissioners with a 4-3 vote rejected the
payment of municipal membership dues to the Tookany/Tacony-Frankford Watershed
Partnership, Inc. (TTF) in the amount of $40,000 for 2021 (Ayes: Brockington, Rappoport,
Areman; Nays: Holland, Norris, Pransky, and Zygmund-Felt).
d. Upon motion of Mr. Zygmund-Felt, the Board of Commissioners unanimously approved a
cost proposal from Gannett Fleming, Inc. to perform conceptual estimates of probable
construction costs for proposed stormwater management in an amount not-to-exceed
$29,000.
Mr. Zygmund-Felt clarified that the Township wants to be responsible in how it allocates
dollars to flood mitigation and stormwater management; this project will help identify
highest priorities and provide cost estimates.

Board of Commissioners
Via web-conference | Curtis Hall
June 23, 2021 | Page 4
Ms. Rappoport said the Township has a lot of stormwater infrastructure to fix, and this
proposal is not going to fix it. This is not a tradeoff of the $20,000 that we were to allocate
to TTF, as they are a valued partner in making these determinations which is direct and
concrete mitigation, as opposed to this proposal which is much more speculative.
Mr. Zygmund-Felt said that 22 of the 47 projects that were provided to Gannett Fleming
related to water quality and pollution reduction. This exercise will help the Township get a
handle on some of the elements that are going to be necessary under not just flooding and
remediation, but water quality and pollution reduction as well.
e. Upon motion of Mr. Zygmund-Felt, the Board of Commissioners unanimously awarded a
Contract for the 2021 Road Milling and Resurfacing Project to Glasgow, Inc., 104 Willow
Grove Avenue, Glenside, PA 19038 in the amount of $590,862.34, being the lowest
responsible bidder meeting Township specifications.
f. Upon motion of Mr. Zygmund-Felt, the Board of Commissioners unanimously awarded a
contract for Furnishing Biodegradable and Recyclable Paper Leaf and Grass Collection
Bags from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022 for the unit prices bid, as follows:
To:
For:

Dano Enterprises, Inc., 4 Omega Drive, Stamford, CT 06907
Item 1) Approx. 252,000 Thirty (30) Gal. Bags @ $0.522/Bag
Item 3) Print lettering on 30 Gal. Bags @ NC*
* 25,000 minimum bag order for custom printing.

Upon motion of Mr. Zygmund-Felt, the Board of Commissioners unanimously accepted the
Public Works Committee Meeting Minutes of June 2, 2021, including changes requested by Mr. Hyslop.
10.
Consider approval of the recommendations of the Building and Zoning Committee and
acceptance of its Regular Meeting Minutes dated June 2, 2021.
Upon motion of Mr. Pransky, the Board of Commissioners unanimously accepted the Building
and Zoning Regular Meeting Minutes of June 2, 2021.
11.
Consider approval of the recommendations of the Public Safety Committee and acceptance of
its Regular Meeting Minutes dated June 9, 2021.
Upon motion of Mr. Brockington, the Board of Commissioners unanimously accepted the
Public Safety Regular Meeting Minutes dated June 9, 2021.
12.
Consider approval of the recommendations of the Public Affairs Committee and acceptance of
its Regular Meeting Minutes dated June 9, 2021.
a. Upon motion of Ms. Rappoport, the Board of Commissioners unanimously approved a
purchase order for Ten-Trac, Inc. in the amount of $24,100.00 to recolor coat, reline and
perform crack repairs to the Ogontz Tennis Courts.
Ms. Rappoport reiterated that a member of the audience mentioned this is discretionary use
of money, which could have gone towards TTF for continuing to keep our streams clean.
Mr. Holland said Township has made significant modifications to the Capital Budget based
on its fiscal situation and this particular item, along with other items that will be brought in
front of the Board. The Board will look to see where the Township can defer and make
more cost effective and prudent decisions.
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Mr. Norris mentioned that the Board has carefully scrutinized the Capital Budget looking
for reductions and under different circumstances where money was not such a significant
issue for the Township, the Ogontz Tennis Courts would be completely repaved at a
significantly larger cost. The Board is constantly making adjustments and this was one case
where the Township is spending less to still be able to maintain the use of the courts.
b. Upon motion of Ms. Rappoport, the Board of Commissioners unanimously authorized and
supported the submission of a grant application by the Friends of High School Park through
the Giant Corporation’s Healing the Planet Grant Program in the amount of $25,000 for
perennial plantings on the hillside in High School Park.
Upon motion of Ms. Rappoport, the Board of Commissioners unanimously accepted the
Public Affairs Committee Regular Meeting Minutes of June 9, 2021.
13.
Consider approval of the recommendations of the Finance Committee and acceptance of its
Regular Meeting Minutes dated June 9, 2021.
a. Upon motion of Mr. Holland, the Board of Commissioners unanimously approved to allow
staff to engage partners to explore debt service restructuring options to present at a future
Finance Committee meeting.
Mr. Holland clarified that this is to explore our opportunities to pay off bond debt. Mr.
Norris also clarified that this is to further review our debt service position and is further
indication of the financial situation of the Township in light of the ongoing uncertainty with
revenue and expenses due to COVID and other factors. The Board is doing its fiduciary
responsibility to review and make any changes as necessary.
Upon motion of Mr. Holland, the Board of Commissioners unanimously accepted the Finance
Committee Regular Meeting Minutes of June 9, 2021.
14.

Old Business: None.

15.

New Business:
a. Upon motion of Mr. Norris, the Board of Commissioners unanimously approved the
appointment of Samantha Coppola as a member of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Committee (SAMH).
b. Upon motion of Mr. Norris, the Board of Commissioners unanimously approved the
appointment of Rebecca Cherry as a member of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Committee (SAMH).
c. Upon motion of Mr. Norris, the Board of Commissioners unanimously approved the hire of
John Rice, Esq., and William Oetinger, Eq., of Grim, Biehn, and Thatcher Law Offices to
provide legal services for the Township’s Civil Service Commission.
d. Upon motion of Mr. Norris, the Board of Commissioners unanimously concurred with
Section 4(f) de minimis Use/No Adverse Use Recreation Area impact determination to
Harry S. Renninger Recreational Area by the Waverly Road over Tacony Creek Bridge
Replacement Project and authorized to sign the letter dated June 1, 2021.
Ms. Rappoport clarified that staff met with the County on this and discussed losses the
Township could incur in terms of parks and pools programs and this will all be discussed at
a later time, as this falls into a different part of the project.
e. Mr. Zienkowski asked for the Board’s approval to re-open the Township Building to the
public beginning July 6, 2021. Mr. Holland asked if there would be a mask requirement for
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entering the building. Mr. Zienkowski said that masks will not be required since the mask
mandate is being lifted as of June 28, 2021.
Upon motion of Mr. Norris, the Board of Commissioners unanimously approved the reopening of the Township building on July 6, 2021.
f. Mr. Areman presented a Resolution recognizing the month of June as Pride Month.
Upon motion of Mr. Norris, the Board of Commissioners unanimously approved
Resolution No. 22-21 recognizing the month of June as Pride Month (see attached).
g. Mr. Brockington shared the history and importance of Juneteenth, which officially became
a Federal Holiday on June 17, 2021. In 1863, the Emancipation Proclamation was signed,
declaring more than three million slaves free. On June 19, 1865, more than two years after
the Emancipation Proclamation was signed, Major General Gordon Granger of the Union
Army issued General Order No. 3 in Galveston, Texas saying that all slaves were free. June
19 marks the day that slaves were freed forever.
h. Mr. Holland took a moment to recognize and thank Mr. Zygmund-Felt for all of his work
behind the scenes with elected officials about the Township’s fiscal needs.
i. Chief Frye announced that members of the Police Department attended an awards
ceremony where they received a County Award for Outstanding Police Performance by the
Citizens Crime Commission of Delaware Valley, the second largest Law Enforcement
Appreciation Award Ceremony in the Country. This award is classified as sworn candidates
nominated for an act of intelligent and valuable public service demonstrating special
faithfulness or perseverance to duty. Chief Frye shared the following details regarding the
incident and the outstanding Police work that led to a child being returned safely to her
family:
On Friday, September 25, 2020, the Cheltenham Township Police Department responded to
an abduction in progress in the 7900 block of Montgomery Avenue in Elkins Park.
Information was received that a seven-year old female was abducted by her father, who did
not have custody rights. The father was accompanied by two armed individuals, who later
were determined to be security guards that the father had hired. The father then fled the
area and headed north to New York City. The child was safely returned to her family.
The successful outcome was a direct result of the teamwork displayed by many members of
the Cheltenham Police along with many of our Law Enforcement Partners. Members of the
Cheltenham Police Department coordinated with members of the Philadelphia Police
Department, Pennsylvania State Police, FBI, New Jersey State Police, Port Authority, New
York State Police and New York City Police Department to attempt to locate the vehicle as
it traveled north. Detectives also negotiated with the father for four hours until he agreed to
turn himself in at a New York City Police Precinct.
j. Mr. Areman announced that the Limekiln Pike Bridge will be closed beginning the evening
of June 25 and will re-open in the early morning hours of June 28. He also announced that
the Greater Glenside Patriotic Association will be holding their annual July 4 th Parade in
Glenside.
16.

Citizens Forum:
Allen Siegel, 7905 Ronaele Drive, Elkins Park, PA, expressed his concerns with people
illegally parking in handicapped spots and requested that the Township have more
enforcement in regards to this issue.
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John Raisch, 203 Heacock Lane, Wyncote, PA, continued his discussion regarding TTF saying
that it has a huge hole in its budget right and the Township should think of TTF as less of a
transaction and more about a relationship with it. Mr. Raisch suggested coming up with a plan
with TTF and asked Mr. Holland if it is possible for the Board to continue to scrutinize the
budget and see if there is anything else it can offer to TTF. Mr. Holland thanked Mr. Raisch
for this comments and agrees that this has to be a collaborative effort with the Township
Manager and EAC to figure out the next steps.
Robert Hyslop, 211 Harrison Avenue, Glenside, PA, discussed the prioritization of stormwater
management and noted that he emailed three documents to the Commissioners that he would
like included in the minutes of tonight’s meeting (see attached). His hope is that these will be
on the front burner again for the Board to consider whether it is a good investment relative to
other ones, particularly when we are trying to solve flooding. Mr. Norris had no issues with
attaching the information that Mr. Hyslop mentioned, but did ask that it be noted that these
attachments are just part of citizen’s comments and are not being voted on.
Liza Meiris, 17 Hewett Road, Wyncote, PA, discussed diversity in the Township, ways that the
Township can ensure that the contractors and vendors it hires are diverse and asked if there are
ways that the Township can do more to support black-owned businesses.
Mr. Holland stated that this is an important topic but compared to the Township’s challenges
over the next twelve months, this subject would be lower on the priority list and asked that Ms.
Meiris continue to keep the focus on this and keep raising the issue. Mr. Norris asked if the
Township can look into whether there are any restrictions on choosing vendors on factors
other than just being the lowest bid; whether it can include minority employees as a factor that
could rank a company higher. He would like to see if the Township can spend its money with
vendors who are more in line with the community’s values? Mr. Brockington suggested
simply asking contractors or vendors how many minority employees they have. Ms.
Rappoport noted that they have to be careful as a Board, as this is not the first time that she has
heard that it has other higher priorities right now and believes that it can do human rights and
other priorities simultaneously with its budget. These ideas are not mutually exclusive and the
Board needs to stop thinking in that mindset. Mr. Holland suggested asking Township Staff to
look at the top 10 or 20 businesses it has used in the past and send them a friendly letter
simply asking them to share the diversity in their employee workforce. Mr. Zienkowski said
that he will look into doing this.
Earl Stamm, 209 Gribbel Road, Wyncote, PA, mentioned the wildflower fields outside of
Curtis that we had last year are not there this year and asked if this is something that can be
done next year.
Rhonda Isser, Cheltenham Lateral Solutions, thanked the Board for making this meeting
hybrid, as this is very important to the community.
Mr. Norris wished everyone a very happy and healthy Fourth of July.
17.

There being no further business, Ms. Rappoport adjourned the meeting at 9:54 p.m.

_____________________________
Robert Zienkowski
Township Manager
per Ashley Lupino

Resolution No. 20-21
of the Board of Commissioners of Cheltenham Township
Whereas,

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF CHELTENHAM TOWNSHIP,
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, with immense appreciation and respect, honors
Edward Floirendo for over 31 years of distinguished and dedicated service as a
Cheltenham Township Police Officer; and

Whereas,

Edward Floirendo was sworn in as a Cheltenham Township Police Officer on
February 20th, 1990, graduated from the Pennsylvania State Police Southeast
Training Center and was assigned to the Patrol Division where he distinguished
himself as a dedicated officer. In addition, he served the department as an
Emergency Vehicle Operations Course (EVOC) Instructor and a Field Training
Officer, responsible for training and mentoring numerous officers.

Whereas,

During his career, Edward Floirendo proudly served the Cheltenham Community.
He has received numerous departmental commendations and official letters in
recognition of his outstanding police service including a citation for Valor and
many heartfelt letters of thanks from citizens. His work ethic and dedication to
serving and protecting others has been sorely missed since his retirement on May
21st, 2021.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF
CHELTENHAM TOWNSHIP, duly convened in regular session this Twenty Third
day of June, A.D., 2021, does hereby officially honor and thank Edward Floirendo
for his 31 years of outstanding service to Cheltenham Township and extends its
best wishes for his success in all of his future endeavors. It is further directed that
this Resolution be spread in full upon the minutes of this meeting and that a copy
thereof be conveyed to Mr. Floirendo.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I Daniel B. Norris, President of the BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
OF CHELTENHAM TOWNSHIP, have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal
of the Township of Cheltenham to be made a part thereof. DONE IN ELKINS PARK,
PENNSYLVANIA, in the year of the Township of Cheltenham, the one hundred
twenty-second.
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
OF CHELTENHAM TOWNSHIP
By:
Daniel Norris, President

Attest:
Robert Zienkowski, Township Manager

Resolution No. 21-21
of the Board of Commissioners of Cheltenham Township
Whereas,

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF CHELTENHAM TOWNSHIP,
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, with immense appreciation and respect, honors
Community Service Officer Daniel Lannutti for over 26 years of distinguished
and dedicated service as a Cheltenham Township Community Service Officer; and

Whereas,

Daniel Lannutti was sworn in as a Cheltenham Township Animal Control Officer
on March 15th, 1995, and was assigned to the Administrative Services Division
where he distinguished himself as a dedicated member of the Police Department.
Over the years, he maintained responsibility for Animal Control duties, as well as
maintenance of the Township’s parking meters and completed countless building
improvement projects within the Police Administration Building.

Whereas,

During his career, Daniel Lannutti proudly served the Cheltenham Community.
He has received numerous departmental commendations and official letters in
recognition of his outstanding police service including a citation for Heroism, and
as well as many heartfelt letters of thanks from citizens. His work ethic and
dedication to serving and protecting others will be sorely missed after his retirement
on May 28th, 2021.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF
CHELTENHAM TOWNSHIP, duly convened in regular session this Twenty
Third Day of June, A.D., 2021, does hereby officially honor and thank Daniel
Lannutti for his 26 years of outstanding service to Cheltenham Township and
extends its best wishes for his success in all of his future endeavors. It is further
directed that this Resolution be spread in full upon the minutes of this meeting and
that a copy thereof be conveyed to Mr. Lannutti.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I Daniel Norris, President of the BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF
CHELTENHAM TOWNSHIP, have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the
Township of Cheltenham to be made a part thereof. DONE AT ELKINS PARK,
PENNSYLVANIA, in the year of the Township of Cheltenham, the one hundred
twenty-second.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
OF CHELTENHAM TOWNSHIP
By:
Daniel Norris, President

Attest:
Robert Zienkowski, Township Manager

CHELTENHAM TOWNSHIP
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
RESOLUTION NO. 22-21
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF
CHELTENHAM TOWNSHIP, MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA RECOGNIZING THE MONTH OF JUNE AS
PRIDE MONTH

WHEREAS, in 2010 President Barack Obama declared June to be LGBTQIA+ Pride Month,
stating “I call upon all Americans to observe this month by fighting prejudice and discrimination in
their own lives and everywhere it exists”; and
WHEREAS, all Cheltenham Township residents should be able to live and work in a safe and
inclusive community free from discrimination; and
WHEREAS, we recognize that discrimination and exclusion continue to exist in the daily lives
of LGBTQIA+ individuals; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners and Township staff remains committed to ensuring
its policies and practices do not discriminate on the basis of sexual orientation, gender identity or
gender expression;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Township
of Cheltenham, Montgomery County, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby recognize the month of
June as Pride Month. And be it further resolved that we recognize the achievements of LGBTQIA+
individuals and celebrate their contributions to our Township and the community.
I HEREBY CERITIFY that the foregoing Resolution by the Board of Commissioners of the
Township of Cheltenham, County of Montgomery, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, was adopted at its
meeting held at Curtis Hall on this 23rd day of June, A.D. 2021, in the year of the Township of
Cheltenham the one hundred and twenty-second.
ATTEST:

_____________________
Robert Zienkwoski
Township Manager and Secretary

Resolution No. 22-21: Recognizing June as Pride Month

TOWNSHIP OF CHELTENHAM
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

By:______________________________
Daniel B. Norris, President
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Summary of Tookany/Tacony Creek Stormwater Plan
Recommendations
I.

Project Sites

1. Wetlands Enhancement (pages 49 - 50)
 Westminster Cemetery
 Curtis Arboretum
 Edward Perry Bird Sanctuary
 East End of Ashourne Country Club
 Melrose Country Club




(Abington Sites)
Alverthrop Park
St, Basil Academy

2. Wetlands Creation (pages 51 - 52)
 Church Road Crossing in and around Arcadia Campus
 Reninger Park
 North Avenue
 Wyngate Country Club
 Curtis Arboretum (2)
 Rock Creek (Summer Youth Camp and Rock Lane Park)
 Fox Chase Cancer Center
 Rowland Community Center






(Abington Sites)
Baeder Park
Alverthrop Park
Playground Across from SPS Factory
Lawnview and Montefiore Cemeteries

Moderate infiltration grounds for bio-retention
 Curtis Arboretum
 Westminster Cemetery and Seminary
 Salus University and adjoining residential development
 Faith Theological Seminary
Sites For Related Bio-retention or Pervious Pavement in Parking Lots((pages 100 and 110)
 All lots near Tookany Riparian Buffer from Holy Sepulcher Cemetery to Ralph Morgan
Park



(Abington Sites)
Abington Country Club to Township Line Road

Increasing Tree Canopy by 5% (page 104)
 Cemeteries
 Country Clubs
 Seminaries
 Curtis Arboretum and all other township parks

II. Planning-Level Cost Effectiveness Assessments
Mitigation Treatment
Wetlands
Wet Retention (Reservoir)
Rain Barrels
Infiltration Basins
Residential Dry Wells
Bio-retention
Porous Pavement
Green Roofs

Dollars Per Thousand Gallons Removed
$ 3.02
$27.07
$35.80
$40.29
$44.91
$60.95
$92.55
$326.32 (only demonstration projects are recommended)

Maintenance – Cost and Institutional Considerations
Another cost consideration is the extent of ongoing maintenance. The plan assesses
maintenance burden as follows.
Table 7.6 Evaluation Criteria Applied to Individual BMPs As Maintainable
Constructed Wetlands
Rain Barrels
Residential Dry Wells
Bio-retention
Infiltration Basins
Green Rooftops
Porous Pavement

Good/Fair
Poor
Excellent
Good/Fair
Good/Fair
Poor
Good/Fair

Term Definitions
Excellent: Maintenance can be performed through existing programs and existing funding.
Good/Fair:
 Private land owners will be responsible for minor maintenance chores (e.g.,
minor landscape maintenance for a bio-retention basin that would have been a
parking island anyway).
 Public agencies can handle maintenance with existing
staff and budget, and/or will dedicate staff time to outreach, workshops, etc.
Poor: Existing public programs, staff, and funding will not cover maintenance,
or maintenance will be a large burden on private land owners. Or, frequent maintenance is absolutely
critical to BMP effectiveness, as with rain barrels.

Table 7.6 Evaluation Criteria Applied to Individual BMPs As Short Term Measures
Constructed Wetlands
Rain Barrels
Residential Dry Wells
Bio-retention
Media Filter Systems
Green Rooftops
Porous Pavement

Excellent
Good/Fair
Good/Fair
Poor
Poor
Poor
Poor

Length of Time to Implement (Assumes current contractor capacity to install in volumes listed
below)
Excellent: The technology can be implemented in 2 years or less.
Good/Fair: The technology can be implemented in 2 to 5 years.
Poor:
The technology takes more than 5 years.
The following are the installation levels recommended in the plan.
(Table 7.5)
Constructed Wetlands
Rain Barrels and Cisterns
Dry Wells and/or Rain Gardens
Bio-retention and Media Filter Systems
Green Rooftops
Porous Pavement

20+ sites in Cheltenham
10% of homes in Cheltenham
25% of homes and all public school campuses.
50% of parking lots in Cheltenham
5% of homes in Cheltenham
50% of parking lots in Cheltenham

Note: Parking lot treatments account for nearly 2/3 of the 9% storm water reduction that is to be
achieved through the Plan.
Footnote: While the cost effectiveness studies only evaluated structural flood mitigation efforts
that would generate a substantial flood mitigation impact within a 10 year time frame, tree
planting to build canopy is still recommended by the plan. Early intervention through tree
planting has a multiplier effect. The plan calls for 5% tree canopy increase within in 20 years.
New tree canopy grows exponentially over time following planting. As a result, early tree
planting is a high priority. The cost effectiveness of the tree planting has not been determined
or compared, but the initial cost of tree planting is well below the cost of all structural measures.

Cheltenham Environmental Advisory Council’s (EAC) Watershed Committee’s Task:
Re-examination of Existing Township Adopted Plans relating to Stormwater Issues
The EAC’s Watershed Ad Hoc Committee offered to closely examine the TTF Integrated Watershed Management Plan
(2005), the Act 167 Stormwater Management Plan (2008), the Tookany Creek Watershed Management Plan, (2003) and
the Open Space Plan (2006) in order to identify site-specific projects for recommendation. We are committed to working
hand-in-hand with the Township to assure that stormwater issues are addressed to protect resident homeowners, to
improve water quality and to maintain the natural assets and beauty of our Tookany Creek and its tributaries.

General Recommendations
We strongly recommend that any flood mitigation effort be watershed based, and we join with the TTF Watershed
Partnership Inc. to recommend that the Township “seek the input and assistance of the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection, Philadelphia Water Department’s Stream Restoration Team and the Pennsylvania
Environmental Council to identify measures and projects that would best mitigate flooding while restoring the creek”
(TTF letter, January 31, 2012).
Our recommendations below describe the preferred Stormwater Best Management Practices (BMPs) with regard to
flood mitigation and are supported by the four township adopted plans listed above. The BMP definitions listed below
are adopted from the PA Stormwater Best Management Practices Manual.

Stormwater Best Management Practices
Porous Paving: A pervious pavement bed consists of a pervious surface course underlain by a stone bed of uniformly
graded and clean-washed coarse aggregate, with a void space of at least 40%. The pervious pavement may consist of
pervious asphalt, pervious concrete, or pervious pavement units. Stormwater drains through the surface, is temporarily
held in the voids of the stone bed, and then slowly drains into the underlying, uncompacted soil mantle.
Site Specific Recommendations for Porous
Paving:

TTF In P

All Township Buildings Parking lots stalls

x

x

x

Gradual w/
maintenance

All parking stalls in public parks & Curtis
Arboretum

x

x

x

Grant $ DCNR

School building parking stalls and sidewalks

x

x

x

w/ new
renovations

Newly developed properties- sidewalks &
parking stalls (Residential & Business)

x

x

x

Developers
given incentives

Renovated parking areas and sidewalks in
business districts

x

x

x

Grant $

Renovated and newly built median strips

x

x

x

Penn DOT

Need to work
with Penn
DOT

x

Resident

no

Sidewalks, patios and driveways in
residential renovations (Voluntarily)
At the end of residential and businesses
driveways- 3 feet strip of porous pavers.

O
S
P

167
P

Funding

Need for
SALDO
Changes

TCWMP

Resident
voluntary

yes

Idea added by EAC

Idea added by EAC

All new ADA curb cuts (redesign curb cuts to
use porous pavers or cement)
Grant $

Glenside Hall parking half circle

Idea added by EAC

Infiltration Basins: Infiltration Basins are shallow, impounded areas designed to temporarily store and infiltrate
stormwater runoff. The size and shape can vary from one large basin to multiple, smaller basins throughout a site.
Ideally, the basin should avoid disturbance of existing vegetation.
Site Specific Recommendations for
Infiltration Basins:

TCWMP

TTF In P

OSP

167 P

Moss Rehab Elkins Park

x

x

x

Elkins Estate

x

x

x

Median Strips along Old York Road

x

x

Newly developed properties- (Residential &
Business)

x

x

x

x

Funding

Need for
SALDO
Changes

Non
profits
along 611

yes

x

Rain Gardens/Bioretention: Bioretention is a method of treating stormwater by pooling water on the surface
and allowing filtering and settling of suspended solids and sediment at the mulch layer, prior to entering the
plant/soil/microbe complex media for infiltration and pollutant removal.
Site Specific Recommendations for
Rain Gardens/Bioretention:
Next to some Township Buildings
downspouts

TCWMP

TTF In P

OSP

167 P

Funding

grants

Need for
SALDO
Changes
no

x

x

x

x

x

x

Newly developed properties- small gardens
next to downspouts (Residential & Business)

x

x

x

Religious Institutions along Old York Road

x

x

x

no

Arcadia University

x

x

x

no

Residential homes (Voluntarily)

x

x

x

no

Rock Lane Park

x

x

x

Admin Bldg, La Mott CC, Wall House, Police Bldg

School buildings downspouts
School Admin Bldg

no
Developer
given SW
incentives

grant

yes

Cement islands converted to capture water at many
intersections- New Second & Ashbourne, Church Rd&
Old York Spur, New Second & Church, Township Line &
Church

grant

Vegetated Swale: Vegetated swales are broad, shallow channels designed to slow runoff, promote infiltration, and
filter pollutants and sediments in the process of conveying runoff. Preferably vegetated with appropriate native
plants, shrubs and trees.
Site Specific Recommendations for
vegetated swales:

TCWMP

TTF In P

OSP

167 P

Funding

Need for
SALDO
Changes

Along Tookany Creek Parkway between road and path

x

x

x

grant

no

Next to School buildings parking lots

x

x

x

Include in
cost of
new bldg

no

Newly developed properties- next to
parking lots, cut outs between parking areas
or curb side (Residential & Business)

x

x

x

Include in
cost of
new bldg

yes

Religious Institutions along Old York Road

x

x

x

With
improve

no

Arcadia University along 309/Easton Road

x

x

x

no

Residential homes (Voluntarily)

x

x

x

no

x

x

x

School Admin Bldg, all new schools

Large Commercial Properties such as Cheltenham and
Cedarbrook Mall- could add more tree islands or tree
trenches.

Property
Owner to
get SW
credit

grants

Other Parks should be assesses for areas
near sidewalks or road ways (Curtis
Arboretum)

no

Vegetated Roof: Extensive vegetated roof covers are usually 6 inches or less in depth and are typically intended to
achieve a specific environmental benefit, such as rainfall runoff mitigation. (Vegetated roof covers that are 10 inches,
or deeper, are referred to as ‘intensive’ vegetated roof covers.)
Site Specific Recommendations for
vegetated roof:

TCWMP

TTF In P

OSP

167 P

Funding

x

x

x

for SW
Credit

Newly developed properties- (Residential &
Business)

x

x

x

Devs for
SW Credit

Moss Rehab Elkins Park

x

x

x

for SW
Credit

School buildings, especially new buildings
School Admin Bldg, all new schools

Need for
permit

yes

for SW
Credit

Portions of Commercial Buildings at
Cheltenham and Cedarbrook Malls

yes

Wet Pond/Retention Basin: Wet Detention Ponds are stormwater basins that include a permanent pool for water
quality treatment and additional capacity above the permanent pool for temporary storage. The pond perimeter
should generally be covered by a dense stand of emergent wetland vegetation. WPs require an adequate source of
inflow to maintain the permanent water surface.
Site Specific Recommendations for Wet
Pond/Retention Basin:

TCWMP

TTF In P

Moss Rehab Elkins Park

x

x

Elkins Estate

x

x

Curtis Arboretum

x

x

OSP

167 P

Funding

Need for
SALDO
Changes

grants
Property
Developer

Wyngate Development

Businesses at North and Paxson Avenues

x

(Purchase properties and convert to natural basin.)

x

x

x

FEMA

Rock Lane Park

grants

Robinson Park

grants

Coventry Park

x

x

Parkview Park

x

x

grants

Grove Park

x

x

grants

Perry Bird Sanctuary along Glenside Ave.

x

x

grants

Ashbourne CC Property

x

x

Holy Sepulchre Cemetery

x

x

x

grants

Property
Developer

x

Riparian Buffer Restoration: a riparian buffer is an area of trees and shrubs located adjacent to streams, lakes,
ponds, and wetlands. Riparian buffers are scientifically proven to provide a number of economic and environmental
values. Buffers reduce flood water speed.
Site Specific Recommendations for
Riparian Buffer Restoration:
Tookany Creek Parkway

TCWMP

TTF In P

x

x

O
S
P

167 P

x

Funding

Grant $

Need for
ordinance
Change
Riparian Buff
Ordinance

Grant $

Riparian Buff
Ordinance

Ralph Morgan Park

x

x

x

Renninger Park

x

x

x

Grant $

Riparian Buff
Ordinance

Grove Park

x

x

x

Grant $

Riparian Buff
Ordinance

Holy Sepulchre Cemetery

x

x

x

Grant $

Riparian Buff
Ordinance

Arcadia University (near Church & Waverly Rds)

x

x

x

Grant $

Riparian Buff
Ordinance

Perley Bird Sanctuary

x

x

x

Grant $

Riparian Buff
Ordinance

All homes along the stream

x

x

x

Resident

Riparian Buff
Ordinance

Rock Lane Park

x

x

x

Grant $

Riparian Buff
Ordinance

Curtis Arboretum

x

x

x

Grant $

Riparian Buff
Ordinance
Riparian
Buffer
Ordinance

Large private properties- Elkins Estate,
Ashbourne, AJ Synagogue, Melrose CC

Landscape Restoration: Landscape restoration includes the restoration of forests or wooded areas, meadow
restoration/creation and conversion of turf lawns to planted areas. Natives are used to provide the most absorption
of stormwater.
Site Specific Recommendations for
Landscape Restoration:

TCWM
P

TTF In
P

O
SP

167
P

Funding

Need for
SALDO
Changes

Adopt Tree
& Native Plant
Ordinance to support.

Tookany Creek Parkway- more trees &
shrubs

x

x

x

Grant $

x

High School Park- Meadow

x

x

x

Grant $

x

309 Corridor - Shrubs, grasses & trees

x

x

x

Penn DOT
Arcadia U

x

Moss Rehab Elkins Park- meadow &/or trees

x

x

x

Grant $

x

Cheltenham Village, Glenside & Melrose
Park Neighborhoods, Malls, business
districts

x

x

x

x

Grant $, malls
owners,
business org.

x

Perley Bird Sanctuary along Glenside
Avenue

x

x

x

x

Grant $

x

Home with sprawling lawns

x

x

x

Resident

Parts of Curtis Arboretum- more trees

x

x

x

Grant $

x

Coventry Park- more trees

Grant $

x

Robinson Park- meadow areas & tree cover

Grant $

x

(Increase Street Tree cover)

Westminster Seminary

no

x

x

Large private properties- Elkins Estate,
Ashbourne, etc.

x

Floodplain Reclamation: Purchasing properties within the floodplain that consistently flood and have
substantial damage during past high water events. Return to native woodland, meadow or wet pond to be
determined by site condition after building removal.
Site Specific Recommendations for
Floodplain Reclamation:

TCWMP

TTF In P

OSP

Funding

167 P

Need for
Zoning
Changes

Brookdale Avenue, Glenside- residential
properties

x

x

FEMA

yes

Shoemaker and Mill Road, Elkins Parkresidential properties

x

x

FEMA

yes

Church Road – residential property

x

x

FEMA

yes

North and Paxson Avenues- commercial
properties

x

FEMA

yes

Property/parking lot at Glenside & Rices Mill
Road

x

x

FEMA

yes

x

FEMA

yes

x

Biello Tract

x

x

Regional Planning: Work closely with other headwater municipalities in order to be proactive in planning
around stormwater issues.

Site Specific Concerns:

Riparian
Buffer
Restoration

Bioretention,
bio swales
&/or wet
pond

Baeder Creek- near Baeder &Wanamaker
Roads

x

x

Abington HS and School Admin Bldg

x

x

Jenkintown stormwater projects

x

x

x

Burholme Creek/ Fox Chase Cancer Center
addition

x

x

Landscape
Restoration

x
x

x

Abington CC

Any Abington, Jenkintown large projects
effecting downstream neighbor
(Cheltenham)

Do Not
Support
Culvert/pipin
g Changes

x
x

x
x

x

